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OPEN: Mid March – Mid December
Friday & Saturday  11:00 am – 3:00 pm

Special Exhibit on 
Wedding Traditions

FREE ADMISSION

105 W. McFadden, Owensville, Mo.
573-437-5617

www.GasconadeCountyHistorialSociety.com

Donations Accepted • Local History Books For Sale

510 Red Oak Road  |  Owensville  |  573-437-8231

Memorial Park Memorial Park 
CampgroundCampground

Owensville Firemen’s Picnic & Fireworks scheduled  Owensville Firemen’s Picnic & Fireworks scheduled  
                   for                    for Friday, July 1, 2022Friday, July 1, 2022

parkrec@cityofowensville.com
www.cityofowensville.com/campground

25 Sites with
30 Amp Electric 

& Water

Under the Black & White Roof on Main Street!Under the Black & White Roof on Main Street!

Follow us on
120 South First Street  |  Owensville, MO  |  573-437-SNOW573-437-SNOW (7669)

Open Mon-Sat 11 to 8 Fresh 

Squeezed 

Lemonade
Gourmet

Popcorn

Fried ChiCken
 ChiCken dinner ChiCken StripS
  (Cooked Fresh to Order) (1 Free Dipping Sauce)
 2-Pc Mixed 2-Pc Strips
  2 Sides 1 Side
 3-Pc Mixed 3-Pc Strips
  2 Sides 1 Side

      The ONLY square patty 1/2-Pound

CheeSeburgerS
in Owensville’s history

 • Served with seasoned fries •
 Classic Double Garlic Burger
 BBQ Burger Jalapeño Burger
  American Cheese, Swiss Cheese, Chipotle
  BBQ Sauce, & Onion Ring Mayo, Jalapeños, Onion Ring

 Frisco Burger Mushroom Swiss
 Swiss & American Cheese, Swiss Cheese Melted Over
 with Thousand Island Sautéed Mushrooms & Onions
 on a toasted bun topped with brown gravy

kidS and SeniorS
(Includes small drink & 1 side)

Cheeseburger  •  Chicken Dippers
Toasted Ravioli   • Mini Corndogs

4-pC WingS
2 Sides

Chicken Bowl
Mashed Potatoes, Chicken, 

Corn, Cheese, & Gravy 

ChiCken SandWiCh
with Fries

Country Fried Steak
2 Sides

Feed the 
Family

8-Pcs. w/2 Sides
12-Pcs. w/3 Sides
16-Pcs. w/4 Sides

SaladS
(half or whole)

Grilled or Crispy Chicken
Tomatoes, Onions, Cheddarjack Cheese, Croutons

Side Salad
Tomatoes, Onions, Cheddarjack Cheese, Croutons

 appetizerS
• White Gravy Cheese Fries
• Salted Pretzel Bites
• 12 Toasted Ravioli
• Fried Pickles
• Chicken Wings & Boneless Wings
    (Buffalo, BBQ, Sweet & Spicy, & Plain)

SideS
 Mashed Potatoes Fried Mushrooms Onion Rings
White/Brown Gravy Sidewinder Fries Onion Petals
 Potato Salad Shoestring Fries Green Beans
 Mac & Cheese Curly Fries Coleslaw
 Baked Beans Tater Tots Okra

Drive-Thru ~ Game Room ~ Large Party Seating ~ RV, Camper, & Bus Parking

An Owensville TraditionAn Owensville Tradition

CatFiSh
Grilled or Fried

2 Fillet Meal
or add Fillets

to order

Served with
Fries &

Hush Puppies

1/2#
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www.fscb.com

340 South Main 
Gerald, MO 63037

573-764-3324

208 East 1st Street 
Hermann, MO 65041

573-486-2121

308 W. Lincoln 
Owensville, MO 65066

573-437-BANK

CHAMBER OF COMMERCE

While visiting be sure to check out all the renovations to Historic Uptown Owensville. 
Find out more at our web site: www.OwensvilleMissouri.com                    #LoveOwensville

Welcome to Owensville. Owensville possesses an active business community, a strong industrial community, an excellent school system, many 
churches of all denominations and sizes, and varied organizations for adults and youth.  Fairs and festivals during the year provide community spirit 
and good times.  We are proud of the caring people who live here.  The clean neighborhoods exemplify individual and community pride.
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“Every child is an artist. The problem is how to remain an artist once we grow up.”
— Pablo picasso

Art Works on Main schedules 
youth, amateur Plein Air events

THE “QUICK” PAINT for the 2021 October Plein Air was held at the scenic White Mule Winery on Highway 
50 between Rosebud and Drake.

Art Works on Main Gallery, 
located on historic First 
Street in Owensville, is 

hosting two annual Plein Air 
events in 2022, along with one-day 
experiences.

Chrysa Niewald is on the 
committee for the October Plein 
Air.

“We already have the events 
scheduled for Oct. 19-23,” Niewald 
said. “We already have 24 artists 
signed up as of (March 26). It 
is a sign that we are successful 
because artists have already signed 
up for it.”

The October Plein Air event 
is five-days-long. Artists paint 
in various prepared locations 
throughout the county.

“There are different locations 
every year,” Niewald explained. 

“We are still working on locations 
for this year and I know Manuela 
(Woolsey) and Suzie (Jost) will be 
checking out some private farms.”

Last year the group arranged for 
a painting at Peaceful Valley Lake 
outside of Owensville. On Friday 
and Saturday, they painted in 
Owensville, Rosebud, and the farm 
at Cool Cow Cheese.

The location of the 2022 Plein 
Air event has yet to be determined.

They try to do one private estate 
and someone’s farm with good 
scenery,” Niewald explained. “I think 
we will probably have the quick 
paint scheduled, tentatively, on 
Oct. 21.”

Suzie Jost, who is on the Fall 
Plein Air planning committee, 
explained the quick paint event.

“The artists have two hours from 

start to finish and they are amazing 
to watch,” Jost said.

The locations of the quick paints 
are also pre-determined. “They 
paint all three days. Sunday is the 
finale with the sale of the paintings 
at White Mule Winery.”

At the end of each day during 
the event, artists may display 
paintings at the Seasons of Faith 
Church. The artwork is for sale.

“Paintings can be sold as they 
are hanging,” Jost said. “You could 
approach an artist and purchase 
a painting on the spot. If the 
artists want to sell it, they can. 
Usually, they want to wait until 
after judging because if they win, 
they get a prize. They have a lot of 
flexibility.”

Artists may receive commissions 
See Plein Air page 8
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WED.–THUR. 
11:00am-8:00pm

FRI.–SAT. 
11:00am-9:00pm

SUNDAY 
11:00am–3:00pm
Closed monday

& Tuesday

Hours:

Serving theServing the

Community 
Community 

for 49 Yearsfor 49 Years

12 Miles South of Hermann 12 Miles South of Hermann 
on Hwy. 19 in Swiss, MOon Hwy. 19 in Swiss, MO

Owned & Operated by Owned & Operated by 
David & Linda Von BehrenDavid & Linda Von Behren

Proud to be a 

family-friendly 

facility!

573-486-3102573-486-3102

Where the Locals Eat!Where the Locals Eat!

Try Our Try Our 

FamousFamous

Fried Fried 
Chicken Chicken 
DinnerDinner

We have salads, 
appetizers, burgers, 

fried chicken, fresh shrimp, 
catfish dinners (whole 
or fillets), sandwiches, 

desserts & shakes.

8 
LANES

Full Service Dining including our 
 famous Hot Wings!

MENU INCLUDES:
Thunder Fries, 

Specialty Burgers, 
Buffalo Chicken Sandwich, 

Porky Pig Hoagie, 
Strip Steak Salad, 

& LOTS MORE!

Open: MOn–Thurs 11aM–9pM • Fri 11aM–10pM • saT 11aM–12 aM • sun 11aM–7pM

FEATURING: NEW REDEMPTION

1011 Hwy. 19 N. ~ Owensville, MO ~ 573-437-2641

Fun for the 
whole family!

REDEEM 
POINTS FOR 
FUN PRIZES!

Test your skill…Test your skill…

2334 Hwy ZZ  |  Owensville, MO 65066
800-865-2100

www.LostValleyLake.com

Fun 
Year 

Round!
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Everyone’s Welcome in Rosebud!
We invite you 
to stay at one of our 
bed and breakfasts 
or pull up a chair for 
lunch or dinner at one 
of our fine restaurants.

You’re always 
welcome to visit our 
friendly town, shop 
for one-of-a-kind 
antiques, and visit 
our many other shops. 

Rosebud, Missouri
Hwy. 50 • 25 miles west of Union

55 miles east of Jefferson City

Rosebud Events
~ May 7:  Spring Treasure Day

~ July 2:  4th of July celebration 
in Rosebud Park

~ July 15-17:  Gasconade 
County Threshers Association 
Steam Engine & Threshing 
Show (held in Rosebud Park)

~ October 1:  Fall Treasure Day 

~ November:  Ladies Night Out 

~ December: Old-Fashioned  
Christmas in Rosebud

Missouri

Rosebud

from the painting events as well.
“We like for the public to watch the artists as much 

as possible,” Jost said. “It is awesome to see them paint, 
especially the quick paints. They can make something out 
of a pile of weeds!”

The gallery recently added a youth division with the help 
of the Bayer Grant, according to Pam Ellis.

See Plein Air page 10

AN ARTIST paints the historic Henneke Building in Downtown 
Owensville (left). And the end of each event the paitings are on diplay 
for judging and sale.

Plein Air from page 6
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573-437-2699573-437-2699
1613 Tschappler Rd. • Owensville, MO 65066

www.CoolCowCheese.com

Home of...Home of...

Come visit us at the farm 
store and taste our cheese.

CHEESE SHOP OPEN: TUES. — SUN. 10 TO 5CHEESE SHOP OPEN: TUES. — SUN. 10 TO 5
with our famous cheese and cheese curds plus other locally produced products

Our cheeses contain 
only pasteurized milk, 
cheese cultures and 
salt. 
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Sleeps Up To 8 People!
•  Unique Antiques  Unique Antiques  •  Holiday DecorHoliday Decor

•  Knick Knacks  Knick Knacks  •  and Moreand More

216 Hwy. 50 • Rosebud: open FRi. & sat. 10am-4pm and sun. 11am-4pm

On the corner where everything happens

Check out the Sweet Treats 
in our Bakery!

Also Serving Wine on Our Porch from 

“We are adding a youth division with 30 spots for 
ages 10 to 15-years-old,” Ellis said. “We are hoping that 
students can learn from the Plein Air events, like quick 
paints at Spring Fest for ages 15-years-old and up.”

The Bayer Fund Rural Community Arts Program 
Grant from the Arts Education Council awarded Art 
Works on Main $2,400 to help host the youth events 
and pay for supplies.

“We are trying to get everything else going,” Ellis 
said.

In addition to the 2022 Fall event, Art Works on 
Main has several events scheduled throughout the 
summer months, including:

Cruising Main Street June 23, July 23 and Aug. 20: 
Capture Historic Downtown Owensville during the 
summer evening while vintage and classic cars line 
up along or go cruising down Main Street.

7th Annual Gasconade County 2022 Fair Plein 
Air Event for professionals and amateurs July 27-30: 
The event takes place during the annual Gasconade 
County Fair. Rules are listed on the Artworksonmain.
org website. Pre-registration is required for all artists. 

Youth Division Plein Air event ages 10-18 July 
29: The event has 30 openings available for art 
enthusiasts ages 10 to 18. Registration is required at 
artworksonmain.org.

For more information, visit ArtWorksOnMain.
org.Cruising Main Street June 23, July 23 and Aug. 
20: Capture Historic Downtown Owensville during 

the summer evening while vintage and classic cars 
line up along or go cruising down Main Street.

7th Annual Gasconade County 2022 Fair Plein 
Air Event for professionals and amateurs July 27-30: 
The event takes place during the annual Gasconade 
County Fair. Rules are listed on the Artworksonmain.
org website. Pre-registration is required for all artists. 

Youth Division Plein Air event ages 10-18 July 
29: The event has 30 openings available for art 
enthusiasts ages 10 to 18. Registration is required at 
artworksonmain.org.

For more information, visit artworksonmain.org.

Plein Air from page 8
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The Float RoomThe Float Room
The Float Room is a private suite with shower and spa. The float spa is 
a 4 x 8 foot tub that is 10 inches deep. Filled with 10 inches of 96.5–98.5 

degree water and 800 pounds of Epsom salt. The float spa offers a near 
zero gravity space for releasing stress from your everyday life. 
Research has proven reduction in anxiety, stress, depression, 

chronic pain, PTSD  Increase in focus and mental clarity.
• Complimentary float sessions• Complimentary float sessions for Veterans, Armed 

Services and First Responders; Spouse/family float at 1/2 price

Massage & Spa Services
We are dedicated to helping people

reach their goals of physical health and 
mental wellbeing. Whether you are looking 
for some relief from physical tension and 
pain or seeking to find a sense of peace & 

serenity. We are passionate about providing 
people with services to restore their health 

and achieve natural balance.

~ Swedish Massage
~ Lymphatic Drainage Massage  
~ Myofascial Release  ~ Craniosacral  ~ Hot Stone Massage
~ Reflexology  ~ Facial Massage  ~ De-Stress Technique  
~ Raindrop Technique with Young Living Essential Oils
~ Ultimate Foot Package  ~ Paraffin Wax and Massage (hands/feet)
~ Floatation Therapy Sessions

Services Offered:

NEW   Couples Package:
 ~ Two 60-Minute massages and

 ~ Two 30-minute float sessions.

NEW   Special Occasion Package:

 ~ 30 Minute massage, 30 minute facial 
massage, and 30 minute float session 

Like us on Facebook:

 Massage for Your Health Email:  mfyhsp@gmail.com

www.MassageForYourHealth.com 

1011 Market Street1011 Market Street
Hermann, MO 65041Hermann, MO 65041

573 486-0199573 486-0199

CALL  to Customize 

your own package!
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For over 70 years, the 
annual Gasconade 
County Fair has provided 

plenty of entertainment to 
unofficially wind down the 
summer months in Gasconade 
County and the surrounding 
area.

Held at Memorial Park (off 
Highway 28) in Owensville 
every year since 1947, the fair 
has numerous activities for 
children and adults of all ages.

Kids activities have included 
a nickel scramble, kiddie tractor 
pull, carnival rides, livestock 
and animal shows, a parade to 
collect candy and other items 
given out along with a Little Mr. 

and Miss Gasconade County 
and Gasconade County Fair 
Queen contests.

Exotic animal shows and 
game shows for kids have also 
appeared at the fair over the 
years.

Activities primarily geared 
for adults have included bull 
riding, a demolition derby, truck 
and tractor pulls, motocross, 
a barbecue cook off and live 
music by local and national 
artists.

The headline entertainer 
for this year’s fair is 

celebrating 30 years in the 
country music industry, 
Tracy Lawrence.  He has sold 
more than 13 million albums 
and charted 18 number one 
songs including “Sticks and 
Stones,”  “Alibis,“ “Can’t Break It to 
My Heart,“ “My Second Home,“ 
and “If the Good Die Young.“ 

On the main stage Friday 
night will be the Oak Ridge 
Boys.

Every time they step before 
an audience, the Oaks bring 
four decades of charted 

2022 Gasconade County Fair: Wed., July 27 through Sat., July 30

2022 Gasconade 
County Fair

Oak Ridge Boys 
Friday, July 29, 2022

8:30 p.m. on the main stage

Tracy Lawrence
Sat., July 30, 2022

8:30 p.m. on the main stage

See Fair on page 14
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205 Hwy. 50 • Rosebud, Mo. •  John, Louise and Angela

Happy Hour: Monday-Friday 3 to 5

Good food & good times

ON
 D

RA
FT

Fish Special Every Friday
Daily Lunch & Dinner Specials

Pinckney Bend Gin & Tonic
Pinckney Strawberry Lemonade

Open Daily at 11:30am

356 S. Main  |  Gerald, MO 63037  | 573-462-0991

A place where family and friends gather…

Gerald Café

   Open weekends 8am–1pm 
    for Breakfast & Lunch
The best kept secret on US Hwy 50!

Specials:
~ Elk Chili
~ Buffalo Sliders
~ Pioneer Meals

Stop in for some Great Home Cooking

Welcome! 

573-462-0991
280 E. CANAAN ROAD • GERALD, M

RockIslandTrailRetreat@gmail.com
RV Park and Camping

RV Park
Bed & Breakfast 

on the Farm

MacRae’s Indian Books 
Native American Art

360 S. Main Street
Gerald, MO 63037

573-462-0991

Kathy Foy, Owner

Bookstore, Museum 
and Art Gallery

Open by Appointment

Thinking About 
Buying a New Home?

AngelaRay.realtor@gmail.com
HDrealestateteam.com

ANGELA RAY
BROKER, MANAGER

m: 573-291-0437
o: 573-860-4343

402 Hwy. 19
Owensville, MO 65066
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singles, and 50 years of tradition, to a stage show widely 
acknowledged as among the most exciting 
anywhere. 

Family night at the fair on Wednesday enables 
everyone to enjoy all of the amenities of the fair 
for only $10 per person.

Information for advanced season passes, $40 
for all four days, can be obtained on the web at 
www.GasconadeCountyFair.com. Anyone under 
the age of 5 is FREE.

“Diamonds and Denim” has been set as the theme for 
the 2022 Gasconade County Fair scheduled to take 
place from Wednesday, July 24 through Saturday, 
July 30.

Find more about this years fair online at www.
GasconadeCountyFair.com or on Facebook.

Fair, from page 12

221 Main Street • Leslie, MO • 573-484-4465

➨ Fried Chicken Every Sunday!

  Friday ➨ Porterhouse Steak, 
Ribeye Steak, or Catfish Dinner

 Saturday ➨ BBQ Pork Steak–ALL SUMMER

Ask About

POOL LEAGUE

We have 4
  tables!

CALL FOR OUR DAILY SPECIALS

101 W. Lincoln  101 W. Lincoln  ||  Owensville, MO    Owensville, MO  ||  573.437.4141  573.437.4141

Style is always in season…

WEDDING VENUE * EVENT CENTER

NOW SERVING 
THURSDAYS & 
FRIDAYS FROM 
2 PM TO 9 PM

(573) 437-7774

• Rehearsal Dinners
• Bridal Showers
• Baby Showers
• Reunions
• Corporate Events
• Presentations

Contact us for more info or to reserve today!

100 North 7th Street  |  Owensville, MO 65066
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HISTORIC OWENSVILLE, MO 

STAY
shop Rural Living

Everyday Goodlife 
Henneke House Hideaway
Historic Main Street Studio
Shopkeepers Apartment 

Airbnb

everydaygoodlife.com
Page 15



Every third weekend in July, in the small town 
of Rosebud,  enthusiasts of old-time farming 
gather at the Rosebud Community Park for the 

annual Gasconade County Threshers Association’s 
Steam Engine and Threshing Show.

Formed in August of 1962, the Gasconade County 
Threshers started their annual show as a part of the 
Gasconade County Fair. 

Moved to Rosebud Community Park in July of 
1966, the Gasconade County Threshers Association’s 
annual show has only grown.

In recent years, the number of tractors, steam 
engines and old gasoline engines has pushed 200.

The show’s main objective is to demonstrate to the 
younger generation how old steam tractor engines 
were used to supply power for plowing, threshing, 
sawing, grinding and other farm-related tasks.

Recently, popular activities during the show have 
included a draft horse pull, parade of tractors and 
steam engines, tractor pulls, a watermelon eating 
contest, a cast-iron skillet throwing contest for 
women, a fiddle and banjo contest, a hay bale toss, 
car show and pedal-tractor pulls for kids and adults.

Where there are activities, great food isn’t far away.
Popular food options include pulled beef, 

hamburgers, brats, hot dogs, fish sandwiches, fries 
and nachos. Beverage choices include beer, soda, 

lemonade, tea and coffee.
Traditionally, fried chicken dinners are also served 

the third and final day of the show.
For the one-time admission price of $10, anyone 

13 and older can enjoy all three days of the show. 
Children 12 and under are admitted free with an 
adult.

Planning is underway for the 60th Owensville 
Threshers Association show to be held in Rosebud 
July 15 through the 17.

For more information on the non-profit 
organization, visit them online at www.GCTA.us.

2022 Gasconade County Threshers Show: Fri., July 15 through Sun., July. 17.

Gasconade County Threshers
 Steam Engine & Threshing Show 

The Baker Family is a high energy bluegrass band 
located in south central Missouri. They perform 
at bluegrass events throughout the United States 
from Maine to California.
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Home to down home friendly shops. Come as Customers Leave As Friends!

Stop in the weekend and discover our unique antique shop. 
We specialize in Antiques, Furniture and Home Decor. 

Our goal is to bring you honest and affordable options 
provided by local vendors in support of our community.

LOCATED AT:            
206 Highway 50  |  Rosebud, Missouri  |  636-744-5378
(formerly Treasures of Time)

Ivy Ann Antique Mall Antiques  
 & Home 
  Decor

C O T TA G E

113 3rd Street     Rosebud, Mo 63091     573.263.2334

Repurposed and recycled unique Repurposed and recycled unique 
furniture items that will add class furniture items that will add class 
and style to your home. and style to your home. 

By the Plate or Sandwich:
• Pulled Pork
• Pulled Chicken
• Smoked USDA Prime Brisket
• California-Style Pulled Pork
• Smoked Wings

Open Tues–saT
11:30am – 8:00pm

In the heart of Rosebud!
215 Hwy. 50  ❤  573-764-5175

Specializing in clothing and 
accessories, sizes S to 3X at 

affordable prices.

Open Thurs.–Sat. 10am – 5pm

Sun. 12pm – 5pm

573-764-5700
212 Highway 50

Rosebud, MO 63091

Visit us for Fine AntiquesVisit us for Fine Antiques
uu

Painted FurniturePainted Furniture
uu

Primitives & CollectiblesPrimitives & Collectibles

8,500 Square Foot
Antique Mall ~ One block south 

of Hwy. 50 on 5th Street

204 Hwy. 50  |  Rosebud  |  573 764-4000

We are Rosebud’s 
largest Antique Mall. With 
over 60 vendors, we have 
new items arriving daily.

Open 7 Days A Week

FLEA MARKET FIRST SATURDAY 

OF THE MONTH–APRIL THRU NOV.
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Throughout the summer months, 
Owensville’s Memorial Park will have a lot 
of activity between Winter Water Park, the 

golf course and campground.
Winter Water Park, named after the late, long-

time park supporter Milford H. H. Winter, is located 
at 705 Parker Drive. The facility was built in 2014 
and features a zero-depth entry, baby bungee, 
splash elements, castle with 3 slides, 14’ tall body 
flume, lazy river, rock climbing wall, diving board, 
shade structures and a covered concession pavilion.

During the summer, the facility is open daily from 
12-6 pm from Memorial Day Weekend through Labor 
Day Weekend, with reduced hours after Gasconade 
County R-2 School District resumes classes for the 
school year.

Owensville Golf Course, located at 702 North Maple 
Street, is a 9-hole public course that was built in 1952 
on approximately 40 acres within Memorial Park. Course features 2,076 yards of golf from the longest tees 
for a par of 32. Greens consist of creeping bentgrass, while the rest of the course is a mixture of bermuda, 
zoysia and kentucky fescue. Green fees, cart rentals and memberships are offered. Cash and checks are 
accepted year-round, with credit cards accepted seasonally (approximately April through September). 
Leagues and tournament rentals are available.

Memorial Park Campground, located at 510 Red Oak Road, has 25 sites; most are equipped with both 
water and electric (30 amp) shared between sites. Water at sites will be locked and unavailable November 
- March. There is a seasonal single-occupant bathhouse approximately 350 feet from campground that is 
open April-October. There is a dump station onsite available for an additional fee.

For more information and prices, please visit www.cityofowensville.com/parks, call 573-437-8231 or email 
parkrec@cityofowensville.com.

Memorial Park
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From cake walk and bingo to the fireworks display, the 
annual Firemen’s Picnic and Fourth of July celebration 
in Owensville has plenty of fun for all.

Activities include, bingo, a cake walk, a kiddie tractor pull 
and plenty of good food and drink to go around.

At dusk, everyone gathers on the south side of town for 
the annual fireworks display that is launched from the ninth 
fairway of the Owensville Golf Course.

People either watch from their yards or gather on the 
baseball diamond of Memorial Field.

The annual event is scheduled for Friday, July 1 this year.
The celebration is organized by the Owensville Volunteer 

Fire Department and held at Memorial Park in Owensville.

Each year a group of volunteers stage one of best 
community fireworks displays in central Missouri 
right here in Rosebud.  

Last year the show included an estimated $10,000 
worth of consumer fireworks purchased through local 
donations. Area residents put on the show, continuing 
a tradition which began with friends launching displays 
at the edge of town. Several thousand viewers have 
gathered at the community park in recent years for the 
free show. 

Held each year at the Rosebud Community Park the 
show begins before sundown with candy shot from a 
special cannon for the children.

This year the show is scheduled for Saturday, July 2.

Two 2022 Independence Day Celebrations: 
Owensville - Friday, July 1                       Rosebud - Saturday, July 2

 Independence Day Celebrations

#2: Rosebud

#1: Owensville
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573.764.5000
388 W. Springfield • gerald

Hours: Mon.-Fri. 7:30 to 5; Sat. 8 to 12

Ready to BBQ? 
Let us help!
Grill cleaners, charcoal, 
lighter, hardwood grill 

pellets, propane refills/
exchanges, RV fills.

• Propane 
Refills

• RV Supplies
• BBQ 

Supplies

Your On-The-Go 
Source for:

• Lumber
• Plywood
• Trusses
• Decking
• Cabinets
• Doors

• Windows
• Garage 

Doors
• Insulation
• Drywall
• Electrical

• Plumbing
• Cement
• Culverts
• RV Supplies
• and Much 

More!

For All Your Building Supplies
…Inside & Out

• Auto Parts
 / Batteries / Wiper Blades / Oil 
/ Filters / Fluids and More

 

206 South 1st Street - Owensville

Phone: 573-437-3463 
Order online: toasttab.com/mabuhay

Table Service, Korean BBQ table.  
Beer, Wine, Soju, Bloody Mary 
Bar on Sunday

Thurs-Sat: 11-9pm Sun: 9-7pm

Eight theaters, eight entertainment 
speeds to choose from...plus the 

necessary fuel to go the distance!

1/4 Mile south of East Central College 
on Prairie Dell Rd. • Union, MO  
MOVIE INFO. LINE: 636-583-8889

www.great8cinema.com

www.facebook.com/pages/Great-8-Cinema

DYNO Tuning 

for V-Twins

J & R Max Power Tuning

Jay Demis, Owner
636.575.4069

111 North 3rd Street • Rosebud, MO 63091
www.JRMaxPowerTuning.com

llc

Service & repair
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Douglas Prairie Quilt Trail
Tourism Committee works on “Trail” with quilt block theme.

One of the best parts 
about visiting a new 
area is learning about 

the local history, what makes the 
community come together and 
why it is proud of its origins. The 
Owensville Chamber of Commerce 
(COC) Tourism Committee is 
working on ways to share the 
pride of the Owensville, Drake 
and Rosebud communities as 
“Find Your Own Trail” destinations 
to encourage tourists to visit area 
attractions. The group hopes to 
establish the idea with one of the 
town’s existing allures, a Quilt Block 
Trail.

Quilt blocks are designed to 
tell stories, including history, 
politics and religion. Originally, 
the chamber hoped to encourage 
interest and curiosity about 
Owensville’s origins locally. The 
idea became reality in 2012, 
when the chamber chose the 
quilt block “Crossroads” (pictured 
center) to represent their location 
on Old Springfield Road because 
it’s building is located at the 
crossroads of the Old Iron Road 
and Springfield Road that took 
travelers between Hermann and 
Springfield.

Historically, people used to 
stop and water their mules at 
the location because it was the 
halfway point from St. James to 
Hermann.

When the quilt blocks first 
began to appear on the exterior 
walls of downtown businesses, 
residents and visitors took notice.

“We started out using traditional 
blocks, but then the Garden 
Club wanted a large picture of 

an applique rose they found 
in a quilt book, “said Gerri 
Kellmann, head of the quilt 
block committee.

The blocks grew in 
popularity “They go as far 
as the six miles south on 
Highway EE, as far north 
as Drake, as far west of 
Owensville as Lane 
Building Products 
and as far east 
as Rosebud,” 
Kellmann 
said.

Now 
that the 
Rock Island 
Trail is going 
through, more 
people want to be 
included. The tourism 
committee has also added 
other trails to their web site 
including an antique trail,  a wine 
cheese, food and farm trail and a 
trail to family fun.

“Small towns have to live 
together as a region, because we 
are not going to make it alone,” 
Grus said. “We have to find a way 
to make our whole area stronger.”

“We are gathering info and 
having some kind of map created, 
both printed and online, so 
someone could go to our website 
and see what there is to do this 
weekend, then go,” Grus said.

The committee will continue to 

promote “Find Your Own Trail.” 
Contact the chamber with 

questions or suggestions 
through their website at www.
OwensvilleMissouri.com, and click 
on the “contact us” tab.

Most quilt blocks include 
a description plaque like this 
for the Prairie Star Quilt block, 
pictured top right. 
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Additional Branches in: • Linn  • East Linn  
• Belle • Loose Creek  • Jefferson City
• Union • Westphalia  • Taos  • Rolla

www.legendsbk.com

573-437-LOAN (5626) 
602 East Hwy. 28 
• Owensville, MO

Featuring a “Wine Pairing” Dinner 
every Friday & Saturday evening from 5:00pm-8:30pm

Plus Pizza, Wings & Burgers Saturday 11:30am-4:30pm

All-You-Can-Eat Fried Chicken & Roast Beef Dinner 
every Sunday from 12:00pm–3:30pm.

Live entertainment venue.  Call for details!
Come by and sample our wines, listen to lots of interesting stories about the White 

Mule, and get a little taste of some great American history of the local variety.

 www.WhiteMuleWinery.com

573764-4800
2087 Highway 50

Owensville, MO 65066

The Schlottach Family

Hwy. 50 & H • Gerald • 573-764-5050

Call

573764-5050
to place your order

(pickup only)
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 In-Shop & portable 
on-SIte ServIce!

 3564 Hwy. T  |  Rosebud, MO 63091  |  shop: 573.764.3719  cell: 573.502.3406

Zelch Welding company

Magnesium, 
Aluminum, Cast Iron, 

Stainless, Titanium

• Certified and Xray 
Quality Welding

• College Educated/
Military Trained

aWS 
certIfIed

aIrcraft
certIfIed Serving the Community 

Since 1968

Gasconade County Historical 
Society Museum

The Gasconade County Historical 
Museum (GCHS) was constructed about 
1910 to serve railroad clientele and has 
been known as the Owensville Hotel, Ozark 
Hotel, and the Railroad Hotel. 

The museum’s focus is primarily on 
items related to Gasconade County and 
its residents. The display rooms tell the 
stories of people coming to this area to 
start a new life. They depict their homes 
and farms, clothing and tools, churches 
and schools. It tells of a people who were 
involved in six wars, founded businesses, 
civic and social organizations and left us 
with a wonderful heritage of music, art 
and literature.

Open: Mon., Fri. & Sat., 11 am to 3 pm  • 105 West McFadden, Owensville, MO 65066  •  573-437-5617 •  www.GasconadeCountyHistoricalSociety.com
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VisitHermann.com 

Plan your trip online

Explore with #VisitHermannGive us a call at 573.789.0771

Historic District • Wineries • Disti l leries • Microbreweries • Museums • Hiking & Biking 
Antiques & Boutiques • Weddings & Events • Amtrak • 150+ Lodging Options

Hermann is Wine Country
...and so much more!

Savor tasty German food and 
sip local brews

Check out the antiques  
and boutiques

Explore craft distilleries to find 
a new favorite Missouri spirit

Bike or hike the Katy Trail along 
the Missouri River

Tour museums about 19th 
century life and architecture

Stroll the downtown district to 
find historic murals and statues

Taste and tour at Missouri’s 
most historic wineries
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Mid-Missouri Horse, Mule & Ox 
Farming and Historical Craft Days

Another celebration honoring old-time 
activities is the Mid-Missouri Horse, Mule and 
Ox Farming and Historical Craft Days.

Held the first weekend of October since 1997, at 
the WitnessTree Land and Livestock Farm north of 
Gerald on Route Y, the annual event is sponsored by 
the Missouri Draft Horse and Mule Association Inc.

The event will host a wide variety of family friendly 
activities. Music and fresh food will be available.

Activities throughout the weekend may include 
cider pressing, dry stone masonry, beekeeping, 
weaving, natural dyeing and soap making. Animal 

powered field work, corn grinding, log loading and 
wagon and buggy rides. Other past activities have 
included a demonstration by Rural Missouri Spinners,  
wild flower walks and rare livestock breeds on display.

Admission is $6 for ages 6-years-old and older. No 
pets, alcohol, or motorized vehicles (excluding wheel 
chairs) will be allowed. 

Primitive camping is available for exhibitors only. 
For more information call Gail Cross (573) 764-2629 or 
e-mail tenacity@fidnet.com, or you can find them on 
facebook at www.facebook.com/MidMODays/

2022 Mid-Mo. Horse, Mule and Ox Farming: October  1 & 2
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• 573-437-3834
• 104 N. First Street 
• In downtown Owensville

Antiques
Gifts & 
More!

10:00am–5:00pm
Mon, Thur-Sat
12:00am–4:00pm

Sunday
Closed Tues. & Wed.

H
O
U
R
S

Yesteryear’s consists 
of antique, vintage 
and primitive inspired 
furniture, home decor 
and seasonal items. 
Antique collectibles are 
throughout the store.

RE/MAX Exclusive Properties has provided real 
estate services for over 35 years. Our Goal is 

to provide properties that elevate the spirit and 
create value for our clients and the community. 
We are problem solvers, and most importantly, 

skilled listeners.

 ~ Member of St. Louis Multi-List ~ 
573-437-8500

1874 Hwy. 28 ~ Owensville, MO 65066

Exclusive
1874 Hwy. 28, Owensville, Mo.  65066

573-437-8500 • Fax: 573-437-8634
Toll-Free: 877-437-8633

Members of St. Louis Multi-List

PROPERTIES, INC.

Visit our web site at: www.exclusivepropertiesinc.net
or e-mail us at exclusiv@fidnet.com

573-437-4444 
804 West HigHWay 28
OWensville, MO 65066
WWW.MariesCOuntyBank.COM

Owensville Mercantile

121 S. First Street  |  Owensville, MO
(1 block north of Hwy. 28)

Open Thurs. Fri. and Sat.
314-607-9897   573-437-8387

  Susan and George Curtman

Antiques and Collectibles
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EventsEventsCalendar of
Saturday’s ~ May thru Sept.
	 Event:	 Owensville Farmer’s Market
	 Location:	 Krooked Moon Parking Lot, Hwy. 28 West
First Sat. of Month ~ April thru Nov.
	 Event:	 Rosebud Flea Market
	 Location:	 204 Hwy. 50, Rosebud, Mo.
	 Information:	 573-764-4000
Second Sat. of Month ~ May thru Oct., 8 am - Noon
	 Event:	 Rosebud Farmer’s Market	
	 Location:	 Corner of Hwy. 50 & T, Rosebud, Mo.
	 Information:	 Facebook, Rosebud Area Enrichment Asso.
Fourth Sat. of Month 
	 Event:	 Flea Market in Downtown Owensville
	 Location:	 Downtown Owensville
	 Information:	 314-691-2240
Area Church Picnics
	 Event:	 Church Picnics, June thru Sept.
	 Location:	 Various Churches in the area
	 Information:	 www.GascondeCountyRepubican.com
		  look under special sections
June 10-12, 2022 ~ Friday, Saturday & Sunday
	 Event:	 Silver Dick Days
	 Location:	 Wenwood Winery, Owensville, Mo.
	 Information:	 Facebook, Wenwood Winery
June 11, 2022 ~ Saturday
	 Event:	 Car Show
	 Location:	 Rosebud Park
	 Information:	 gtacarclub.com
June 25, 2022 ~ Saturday
	 Event:	 Car Cruse-In
	 Location:	 Downtown, Owensville, Mo.
	 Information:	 gtacarclub.com
July 1, 2022 ~ Friday
	 Event:	 City of Owensville 4th of July 
		  Celebration & Fireworks Display
	 Location:	 Memorial Park, Owensville
	 Information:	 (573) 437-2000
July 2, 2022 ~ Saturday at Dusk
	 Event:	 Rosebud’s 4th of July Fireworks
	 Location:	 Rosebud, Highway 50
	 Information:	 Facebook, Rosebud Area Enrichment Asso.
July 15-17, 2022
	 Event:	 Gasconade County Threshers Old Time 
		  Steam Engine and Tractor Show
	 Location:	 Rosebud Park
	 Information:	 www.GCTA.club
July 15 & 16, 2022 ~ Friday and Saturday
	 Event:	 ORA Rodeo Association Rodeo
	 Location:	 Gerald City Park, Gerald, Mo.
	 Information:	 Gerald Saddle Club, Facebook
July 23, 2022 ~ Saturday
	 Event:	 Car Cruse-In
	 Location:	 Downtown, Owensville, Mo.
	 Information:	 gtacarclub.com

July 27-30, 2022
	 Event:	 Gasconade County Fair
	 Location:	 Memorial Park, Owensville, Mo.
	 Information:	 gasconadecountyfair.com
August 20, 2022 ~ Saturday
	 Event:	 Car Cruse-In
	 Location:	 Downtown, Owensville, Mo.
	 Information:	 gtacarclub.com
September 5, 2022 ~ Monday, Labor Day
	 Event:	 Chris Bohl Memorial Foundation 
		  5/10 Mile Walk/Run
	 Location:	 Woody Bogler Trucking, Gerald, Mo.
	 Time:	 6 a.m. registration
	 Information:	 573-764-2532
September 8-10, 2022 
	 Event:	 Owensville City Wide Garage Sale
	 Location:	 Owensville area
	 Information:	 www.GasconadeCountyRepublican.com
September 17, 2022 ~ Saturday
	 Event:	 Gerald Lions Fall Festival
	 Location:	 Gerald, Mo.
September 24, 2022 ~ Saturday
	 Event:	 Car Show
	 Location:	 Immaculate Conception Catholic Church, Owensville, Mo.
	 Information:	 gtacarclub.com
October 1 & 2, 2022 ~ Saturday and Sunday
	 Event:	 25th Annual Mid-Mo. Horse, Mule and Ox 
		  Farming and Historical Craft Days
	 Location:	 North of Gerald on Hwy. Y
	 Information:	 573-764-2629 and on Facebook
October 1, 2022 ~ Saturday
	 Event:	 Rosebud Community Treasure Days
	 Location:	 Rosebud, Highway 50
	 Information:	 573-764-4181
October 28, 2022 ~ Friday 
	 Event:	 Owensville Trunk or Treat
	 Location:	 Downtown Owensville
October 29, 2022 ~ Saturday 
	 Event:	 Gerald Trunk or Treat
	 Location:	 City Park, Gerald
	 Information:	 geraldchamber.com
December 2, 2022 ~ Friday
	 Event:	 Night Out with Santa
	 Location:	 Downtown Owensville
December 3, 2022 ~ Saturday
	 Event:	 Rosebud’s Old Fashion Christmas
	 Location:	 Rosebud, Highway 50
	 Information:	 Facebook, Rosebud Area Enrichment Asso.
December 3, 2022 ~ Saturday
	 Event:	 Gerald’s Parade of Lights
	 Location:	 Gerald, Mo.
	 Information:	 geraldchamber.com
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Double click to edit. Wenwood 
Farm 
Winery

1132 Brick Church Road
Bland, MO 65014
573-437-3443

Open 
Friday, 
Saturday, 
Sunday
11am-5pm

Upcoming Events

Woof Fest
Sunday, May 7

Silver Dick Days
June 9 - 11

A Toast to the 
Total Eclipse
Sunday & Monday
August 20 & 21

Harvest Home 
Fest
Saturday, Sept 16

WenwoodFarmWinery.com

Woof fest
Sunday, May 15

silver 
Dick Days
June 10, 11, & 12

Harvest 
Home fest
Saturday, Sept. 24

WenWooD 
farm
Winery

open:
tHursDay,
friDay,
saturDay,
sunDay
11am–5pm

1132 Brick Church Rd.
Bland, MO 65014

1940                                   2019

3762 Hwy. T, Rosebud, MO 63091  •  (6.6 Miles South on Hwy. T)
573-437-5563

tlakesmembership@gmail.com • www.tlakes.org

Call for More Info, or Drive Out

CAMPING • FISHING • HIKING TRAILS
Regular Scheduled Meat/Money Shoots

and other public events
PLAN A SPECIAL EVENT

Family Reunions • Bar-B-Qs
Company Picnics • Church Outings

Free Boy/Girl Scout Camping • 4-H Outings
Free Membership for Active Military
          Follow us on Facebook……

Skilled CareHealthcare Services Offered:

The Medical Clinic of Owensville is here for your healthcare 
needs and have been serving families in the area for over 20 
years. Let us know how we can help.

• Acute Care
• Skilled Care
• Respite Care
• Surgery Services
• Emergency Services
• Rehabilitation Therapy:
 • Physical Therapy
 • Occupational Therapy
 • Speech Therapy
 • Cardiac Rehab
• Rural Health Clinics, including: 
 Medical Clinic of Owensville

Brandylyn Bristow
MSW, LCSW

Licensed Clinical
Social Worker

Vicky Gulley, D.O.
Board Certified
Family Practice

There are many great reasons to choose us for your 
Skilled Care needs, including:
Having a Doctor & RNs on staff 24/7, Therapy offered twice a 
day, a beautifully renovated building, a quiet, restful place to stay 
while your health improves, and not to mention compassionate 
caring staff to help you recover so you may return home.
Learn more by giving us a call at (573) 486-2191. 
Ask to speak to one of our Case Managers or Social Worker. 
We’re happy to answer any questions you may have.

Give us a call.
(573) 437-4481
708 East Hwy 28
Owensville, MO

• Sleep Studies
• Home Health Agency
• Outpatient Clinics
 • Audiology
 • Cardiology
 • Orthopedic
 • Podiatry
• Laboratory
• Radiology
• Respiratory Care

(573) 486-2191
www.hadh.org

509 West 18th Street
Hermann, MO 65041

Barbara Appleman 
Graham

APRN, FNP-BC

Kerry Struttmann
APRN, FNP-C
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“Life is like riding a bicycle. To keep your balance, you must keep moving.” — ALBERT EINSTEIN

 Rock Island Trail exploration in the works

Visitors and residents alike are ready to take 
advantage of the Rock Island Trail — a former 
railroad turned hiking and biking corridor that 

is now owned by the Missouri Department of Natural 
Resources under the management of State Parks.

Missouri Gov. Mike Parson announced on Dec. 14, 
2021, after nearly 30 years of attempts to convert 
the former railroad, that the state would accept the 
144 miles of the corridor. The new linear park that 
stretches from Beaufort to Windsor was formerly 
owned by Ameren Missouri and began its physical 
transformation into a hiking and biking trail in 2016. A 
salvage company was hired to take up the metal rails 
and clean up the wood ties.

Local officials are already attractions for the trail 
and are teaming up with neighboring communities 
to advertise available shopping, camping, antiquing 
and sightseeing to potential visitors.

The Owensville community is centrally located 
among four other trail communities, all within 10 
miles or less of their neighbor for a total 40-mile span. 
Belle, Bland, Owensville, Rosebud, and Gerald are 
looking to connect their communities along the trail 
and encourage visitors to make a weekend trip on 
the stretch.

Local representatives from three of the four 
communities met with State Parks officials in January 
2022 to request assistance with completing nearly 40 
miles of trail that stretches between Gerald and Belle.

At least one community, Belle, has applied for 
grants to help complete their section of the trail 
through the city limits according to the state’s 
specifications. Officials have discussed providing 
camping at Belle City Park in addition to advertising 
the many restaurants that the city has.

The Belle Community Betterment Association 
(BCBA) is also raising money to build a Flag Park near 
that trail. The park will have every state flag in the 
United States for visitors to see. One of the primary 
supporters of the Flag Park is BCBA member Kathy 
Stanfield who recently passed. A donation to the Flag 
Park was recently made in Stanfield’s honor by her 
son’s employer.

When visitors arrive in Belle town, they will be 
greeted by the two-story MFA building that local 
business owner Jimmy Zumwalt is remodeling 
into offices. Opportunities to explore downtown 
Belle happen another two blocks down at Alverado 
Avenue. Those who stay on the trail will eventually 
reach Belle City Park, a perfect picnic, fishing and rest 
stop area.

The city of Bland is located five miles from Belle 
and will be a “stay over” location where people 
can comfortably spend the night between their 
exploration of Owensville. They can then travel on to 
Belle and eventually Freeburg to see the Gascondy 
Train Bridge. Bland is 35 miles from the famous 
bridge. The five See Trail page 31

LANDOWNER BOB ESTES looks over his farm from the Rock Island railroad 
trestle that crosses his property.
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A rustic, family-friendly 
setting with great home-
cooked meals and mouth-
watering desserts.

Open: Fri. 4 pm to 8 pm
Sat. & Sun. 11 am to 
     8 pm

100 E Colorado St
Bland, Missouri 65014

(573) 646-3185

(573) 646-3185

AARRTT    oonn  MMAAIINN  GGaalllleerryy  
   
 

                           

 

113 N First St. 
Owensville, MO  65066 

(573)437-2502 
 

Artwork by Missouri Artists 
artworksonmain.org 

 

Promoting the Arts through education, 
exhibits, and outreach in a not-for-profit 

venue on Historic First Street. 
 

miles hike between Belle and Bland is perfect for 
the mature biker.

Trail visitors should check the City of Bland Mo. 
Facebook page for community events for more 
information.

The city of Owensville offers several bed and 
breakfasts located in downtown historical buildings 
for visitors who chose to explore the Rock Island. 
If visitors are coming from Rosebud, they will 
eventually get to walk across the Soap Creek 
trestle near the Estes farmstead. The trail runs past 
a future “safe way to school” as it gets closer to 
the city limits, runs through various industries and 
neighborhoods before leading out to Sears Avenue 
behind City Hall, and just a block away from First 
Street businesses.

On the way to First Street, visit the Historical 
Society located in the Old Owensville Hotel.

Businesses on First Street include small clothing 
boutiques, pubs and grills, and a coffee shop. 
Several buildings are also in various stages of 
remodeling in preparation for commercial and bed 
and breakfast space.

Travel six miles west on Highway 50 to visit 
Rosebud, where most of the businesses are 
sandwiched between the Rock Island Trail and 
Highway 50. Rosebud is home to antique shops, 
boutiques and pubs. Residents know the trail 
will be good for their future as Rosebud works to 
continue bringing in more business.

A campground was recently built in Rosebud to 
allow visitors to camp, shop, explore and take a ride 
back down the trail at their leisure.

The city of Gerald offers unique opportunities 
to visitors in several forms, especially because of 
the Rock Island Depot located along Highway 28. 
Visit the only Rock Island Depot to survive in all five 
towns. The little park is perfect for a picnic lunch, 
and the various restaurants can pack lunches to 
go. Both the Bistro at the Mill, a former mill turned 
restaurant, Figos (Mexican style), and the newest 
restaurant Simply Sweet 2 are located near the 
Rock Island Trail.

Each town is planning to have its own brochures 
made, trailheads up and information stands 
available shortly. The Rock Island Trail is here and 
it’s time to start building! For those who enjoy 
a camping trip, hiking, biking or just traveling 
through, stop in and visit for a while. These Rock 
Island Trail Communities can’t wait.

Trail, from page 30
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1957 Chevy Bel Air: 
A “legend among the classics”

Not many old cars are 
more recognizable than 
the “legend among the 

classics” that is the 1957 Chevy 
Bel Air, and Ken (Fuzz) Dorton’s 
newly restored vintage ride is 
a great example of the model’s 
timelessness.

“I always wanted a 1957 
hardtop,” said Fuzz, who is 
most recognizable by his 
1956 Nomad that he hot-
rodded through the ‘70s 
around Owensville. 

Fuzz’s relationship with 
the ‘57 Bel Air began in 
2006 at a GTA Car Club 
Christmas party at Allen 
Lowder’s Auto Body shop.

“The car was sitting 
there looking kinda sad in 
the bay,” Fuzz said. “Mike 
Reifer comes up to me and 
says ‘you need to buy that 
from me.’”

Once the idea was planted, Fuzz 
couldn’t shake it.

“I don’t know, I just let my zeal 
override my common sense,” he 
said. “Took me about a week-and-

a-half and I was like “alright, Reif, 
I’ll buy this from you.’ I even had to 
borrow the money. It took me five 
years to pay it off. I started working 
on it in 2010 and finished it in 
2021.”

Like every classic-car enthusiast 
who knows he will have to sit on 
that project a while before he can 

get it started, Fuzz dug into the 
history of the ‘57 while he eagerly 
anticipated its restoration.

“Gary Smart owned it since 
1963,” Fuzz said, talking about the 

Smart family from Gerald. “He was 
coming home from work one 
day in April 1982 and his wife was 
driving the car from Owensville 
to Gerald and rear-ended a guy 
in a pickup truck. Rumor was she 
was picking up a cake for (Gary’s) 
birthday.”

The car was eventually sold to 
Allen Lowder, then Reifer 
and finally to Fuzz.

“I put it in the barn for 
about five years because 
I had no money to do 
anything with it,” Fuzz 
said. “When I got it, it was 
wrecked. A new windshield 
had been put in cause the 
hood went through it. The 
cowl was bent up.”

From 2006 to 2010, the 
‘57 remained in Fuzz’s barn, 
waiting for restoration. She 
came out looking much 
the same with several 

more layers dust than she went in 
with.

“The floor pan was rusted out, 

See Bel Air, Page 34
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your mood
REFRESHED
+ lattes
+ frappes
+ smoothies
+ iced coffee
+ bubble flavor teas

101 W. Lincoln (corner of main & Hwy. 28)
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26 W. 3rd Street • Gerald    573-764-2884573-764-2884

+ lunch specials
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+ candies
+ cupcakes / cakes
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      for ice cream:
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Sports Bar
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In Downtown
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Owensville McDonald’s

Download the App today!

Conveniently Located at the Intersection 
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the inner and outer rockers were 
rusted, the front end was wrecked,” 
Fuzz said, remembering the rough 
condition she was in. “It had the 
windshield though.”

Coming out of the barn, the 
apple red interior was still good as 
well as the door panels.

“I cut the floor pan out and 
put it up on the rotisserie and 
then sandblasted,” Fuzz said. “I 
sandblasted the car all the way 
around six inches up the frame 
inside and out — 
the wheel wells and 
firewall. The rest of 
the body you work by 
hand. I don’t believe in 
sandblasting the body 
‘cause it roughs ‘em 
up. But all that metal I 
was going to replace 
I wanted to sandblast 
to see what I could 
attach to it.”

He said the trunk 
looked good at first, 
but after sandblasting, 
it wasn’t good after all.

He took the whole 
thing apart to the last 
screw.

“These old cars look 
good on the outside, 
but things underneath 
aren’t so well,” Fuzz 
said from experience. 
“For five years the 
dome light was the only thing 
left hanging in it’s ceiling and I 
eventually yanked that out.”

The self-described machinist, 
mechanic, and autobody man 
realized that if he was to make this 
restoration happen on his own, he 
was going to need a few pieces 
unique pieces to work with.

“It took me three months to 
make an automobile rotisserie,” he 
said. “It’s the Cadillac of rotisseries 
and one of these days I’m gonna 
sell it.”

Made out of the axel of an old 

mobile home, Fuzz welded and 
cut until the rotisserie took shape 
and added levels, pulls, tires and 
brakes to make it adjustable. Holes 
were drilled to match up to the car 
so when it was skewered on the 
rotisserie it could be bolted down 
and rotated.

The headliner in the car was 
moldy.

Sandblasting came first, then 
replacing those rusted parts with 
new ones. 

“Bondo is a real problem in old 
cars like this one,” Fuzz said.

Cutting out the bad and 
replacing the underneath was a 
must.

He rebuilt all the suspension 
on the front and rear, put a new 
floor pan back in, sway bars, front 
and rear power disk brakes, drop 
spindles, power steering, power 
windows and locks, tilt steering 
column and Dakota Digital 
Gauges.

“They aren’t really digital 
(gauges) but they have the needle 

on them and they look original 
and pretty,” Fuzz said. “I also added 
a custom sound stereo system and 
download music to a jump drive to 
listen to it in the car. Plus rain gear 
wipers with a modern-day three-
speed setting.”

He ended up replacing all of 
the windows, side trim, headlight 
bezels, bumpers, grille, emblems, 
and door handles.

“All the pretty stuff, all of the 
jewelry, a new headliner and new 

carpet (was replaced),” 
Fuzz said.

While he did most 
of the work himself, 
Fuzz called friends who 
were car enthusiasts 
like himself to assist 
with certain parts of the 
project.

He didn’t stop with 
cosmetics though. 
Adding in AC and heat 
required additional 
wiring.

“The original car had 
like five wires and the 
new cars have 500,” Fuzz 
joked. “I replaced them 
with a 25-pound wiring 
harness from American 
Auto.”

The ‘57 was starting 
to retake her shape. He  
reinforced the frame 
with over 200 feet of 

angle iron.
“I did all the body work, primer 

work myself and got it pretty then 
talked to Bobby Scheel,” Fuzz said. 
“If you have painted yourself you 
know it’s a mess in your shop.”

When Fuzz called Scheel, his 
buddy wasn’t committing to 
painting anything.

“He’s particular,” Fuzz said. 
“Bobby said he would paint it if it 
was gonna look good. He came 
out and ran his hands over it and 

Bel Air, from page 32

THE INTERIOR of the Bel Air is 
Candy Apple Red. Dorton outfit-
ted the ‘57 with modern conve-
niences — Tilt steering wheel, 
cruise control, air conditioning, 
power windows and locks and a 
modern stereo so he can listen to 
classic music as he cruises in his 
classic Chevrolet.

See Bel Air, Page 36
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said he would paint it ‘cause ‘it’s gonna be pretty.’
The car went out of Fuzz’s shop and into Scheel’s in 

pieces. Scheel painted it black and added a clear coat 
to make the car shine.

While he waited for pieces to be complete, Fuzz 
was building a motor for the car.

“I built the rung stand and fired the engine up on 
the rung stand,” Fuzz said. “I built a 383 cubic inch 
small block. I build my own engines when I am doing 

stuff like this.”
He also added mufflers.
“It sounds pretty good,” Fuzz said. “I am a machinist 

and a fabricator. I planned this stuff out before I do it.” 
He also built a 4L60 overdrive transmission for the 

vintage ‘57 Bel Air that was taken off of a 1979 Camaro 
rear-end assembly and added 342 gears in it for a 
positraction rear-end that will provide the vehicle 
with more traction control on the open road.

DORTON BUILT a custom rotisserie (photo left) for his 10-year project to restore the wrecked 1957 Chevrolet Bel Air he purchased 
from Mike Riefer in 2006. The wreck, in April 1982, required that he replace the front quarter panels and the engine compartment 
(photo right). Dorton worked on the car three to five night each week from 2010 to 2021.

Bel Air, from page 34

See Bel Air, Page 37
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Work with a TEAM of realtors that you 
can feel confident is working for you!!

KOEHN REALTORS
200 Canaan Road, Gerald

573-764-4500

http://www.koehnrealtors.com

Find the
Perfect Fit

When it comes to finding the right home, 
finding the right real estate agent is key. 
Our agents work together to put more than 
100 years of combined experience to work 
for your home search. Talk to us today, or 
visit us online to get started.

Kelley Angell 
314-623-2321

Polly Blankenship
573-291-4284

Paula Helmig
573-259-2096

Stacee Busenhart
314-606-5585

Bel Air, from page 36
“I made a pitman arm attached to a steering box — 

600 Delphi that did not come original on a ‘57,” Fuzz 
said.

The project was made of the upper half of an ‘87 
pickup and the bottom half of a ‘57. I cut them in half, 
grinded and welded them together.”

“An old-timer once said anybody can restore a 
car,” Fuzz said. “It takes a real one cut one uptrying to 
modernize it. That thing fails, I’m in trouble.”

The ‘57 Bel Air came out with a factory 283 engine 
that could jump from zero to 60 miles per hour in 9.9 
seconds, not fast by modern standards but impressive 
for its time. Fuzz wasn’t looking to change too much 
on the speed.

“I built it to drive,” Fuzz said. “I built it to cruise, not 
to smoke the tires.”

While Fuzz will say he did the bulk of the work on 
the ‘57 himeslef, his friends and lady were there any 
time he called for a hand.

“Mike Reifer and Mike Scego help me put the 
windshield and back glass in the car,” Fuzz said. “My 
sweetheart Marilyn Russell also helped me when I 
called her out of the house to assist and my brother 
Buck Dorton and his son Shane Dorton helped.”

Fuzz said that in projects like car restoration, relying 
on someone else to help get you moving, isn’t going 
to work.

“You can’t expect a lot of help from people,” Fuzz 
said. “You take on a project like this and have to 
understand you are going to be doing it on your 
own.”

After 10 years of working on the ‘57 Chevy for three 
to five nights a week, his efforts paid off.

“I finished the car back in August 2021 and this year 
I plan to take it to the TriFive event in Kentucky,” Fuzz 
said. “I cruised it up to Rustober Fest in New Florence 
during the summer of 2021 and that was quite a deal, 
big car party.”

He was driving home from New Florence on 
Highway 19 South of Hermann and turned left off of 
the bridge onto mainstreet to grab food on their way 
home.

“Didn’t know it was October Fest in Hermann 
and as we went to one of the restaurants to get 
something to eat, the street was jammed packed with 
people hootin’ and hollerin’ and runnin’ up to take 
pictures,” Fuzz said. “You’d think we was celebrities.”

It doesn’t get much better than making memories 
in an vintage ride that is rebuilt into a turnkey daily 
vehicle with a great stereo system.

“I am a child of the ‘60s and ‘70s,” Fuzz says. “I like the 
classics and I like to listen to the classics.”
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Visit Rosebud

Rosebud is known far and wide for their 
quaint shops including antiques, clothing, 
restaurants and flea markets.

Several times a year the area businesses get 
together to plan various activities and invite visitors 
to join them.

Get the entire experience at the Rosebud Flea 
Market, the first Saturday of every month, May 
through October. Grab a coffee or tea to-go from C 
and wander open-door businesses for beautiful and 
whimsical finds. Stop off for lunch at the local pubs; 
Loeb’s Mill Bar and Grill or M Clancy’s Pub and Grill.

Throughout the season, check out special town-

wide events such as:
• Springfest, the first Saturday in May;
• Independence Day Fireworks and the Threshers 

Show in July;
• Fall festival in October;
• Ladies Night Out, the Friday before deer season 

(guns), in November; and
• Christmas in Rosebud, the first Saturday in 

December.
Ask any Rosebud business owner for more details. 

Come out and enjoy the fun!

Gerald Rodeo
Starting in June, the Gerald 

Saddle Club will have 
plenty of events at their 

arena in Gerald City Park.
Rodeos put on by the Ozark 

Rodeo Association (ORA) rodeo 
will be held at the GBSC arena on 
July 15 & 16.

Hosted by the ORA, events for 
participants of all ages include 
Bareback, Saddle Bronc, Breakaway, 
Calf Roping, Mutton Busting, 
Barrel Racing, Calf Riding, Pee Wee 
Bulls, Jr. Bulls, Team Roping, Bull 

Riding, Pole Bending, Chute 
Dogging, Goat Tying, Steer 
Wrestling and Roping.

2022 Fun Shows are 
scheduled for June 11, Aug. 
27 and Sept. 18 (for kids 
only). For more information 
on any or all of these events, 
visit the Gerald Saddle Club 
on Facebook
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Monday – Saturday • 8:00am to 2:00pm  |  573-437-EATS (3287)  |  115 N. 1st Street • Owensville

Now is the perfect time to 
check out our down home food!

Call to reserve the entire upper level: 
two bedrooms, one bath, full kitchen, 

with large living/dining space! 
No smoking, no pets.
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MMEEAATT  &&  SSAAUUSSAAGGEE  CCOO..MEAT & SAUSAGE CO.
SINCE 1969

A Family Business that treats YOU like Family!

 Monday - Saturday 9 a.m. -5 p.m.  y  Closed on Sundays
12 miles south of Hermann on Hwy. 19 in Swiss, MO

2056 S. Hwy 19, Hermann, MO 65041 
1-800-793-SWISS   y   swissmeats.com

FOLLOW US:

   Award Winning Smoked Meats, German Specialty    Award Winning Smoked Meats, German Specialty 
Meats, Snack Stix, Jerky and More!Meats, Snack Stix, Jerky and More!

SCAN WITH PHONE 
CAMERA FOR INFO

Over 70 varieties of Over 70 varieties of 
Award Winning Brats, Award Winning Brats, 
plus Bacon and More!plus Bacon and More!

14 VARIETIES SUMMER SAUSAGE!
LARGE SELECTION OF 
READY TO EAT MEATS!


