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Rural Rosebud resident “Wild Bill” Miles (steering, above) and Columbia paddler 
Scott Swafford won the men’s OC2 slalom race on Sunday during the 51st Missouri 
Whitewater Association Championships held at Millstream Gardens Conservation 
Area along the on Saint Francis River near Fredericktown, Mo. They are pictured 
turning behind a rock outcrop to set up their approach to the next set of hanging 
gates. Miles also placed second in the open canoe tandem division when he teamed 
up with another Columbia boater, Jeff Barrow. Miles’ son,  Willow, 12, (left) was the 
youngest competitor during the association’s championship weekend. He placed 
second in the under 18 novice kayak division on Saturday. He is shown steering 
the boat to make an upriver gate. He made the gate cleanly without a touch.

Miles boys claim MWA medals in slalom

PHOTOS BY DAVE MARNER
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302 North First Street, Owensville • 573-437-2240

If you miss this sign…

Look for ours!

Serving the 

area for 

30 years!

    best equipment 
for a great price.

Your Partner in Growing a Better Tomorrow 
Visit us at www.sydenstrickers.com

HERMANN | 1854 Hwy 100 West • 573-486-3204  
DUTZOW | 14400 Hwy TT • 636-433-2256 

1023E Sub-Compact Tractor

$99
PER MONTH1

6-YEAR POWERTRAIN 

WARRANTY
2

+

1Offer valid on new 1023E Compact Tractor purchases made between 2/1/2018 and 4/30/2018. Subject to approved installment credit with John Deere 
Financial. Up to a 20% down payment may be required. Example: based on a purchase of $10,405 with $2,081 down payment, monthlypayment of $99 at 0% 
APR for 84 months. Taxes, freight, set up and delivery charges could increase the monthly payment. Price and model availability vary by dealer. Valid  only at 
participating US dealers. Some restrictions apply. See dealer for details. 2Beginning 1/1/2016 all Compact Utility Tractors purchased new from an authorized  
John Deere Dealer come standard with a 6 year/2000 hour (whichever comes first) Powertrain Warranty. See the Limited Warranty for New John Deere Turf & 
Utility Equipment at dealer for details *Manufacturer’s estimate of power (ISO) per 97/68/EC.

RETIRED IRONTON, Mo., dentist and Missouri whitewater 
boating expert Chuck McHenry (bib No. 49) gives the safety 
talk prior to the downriver sprint race held Friday evening 
on the Saint Francis River. The event was part of the 51st 
annual Missouri Whitewater Association Championships. 
“Wild Bill” and Willow Miles were among 50 participants in 
the race. MILES LOOKS back briefly to make sure his OC2 
partner Jeff Barrow clears a downriver gate as they set up 
to descend the approaching “Big Drop” rapid. Miles made 
a quick correction from the front of the canoe to help Bar-
row clear the gate cleanly. Time penalties are assessed for 
touches by either the body, paddle or boat or for missing 
gates completely. They placed second in the division.

PHOTOS BY DAVE MARNER



Duro Power 
GriP ATV Tires

$9700
25x8R12 Starting at

116 East Peters Avenue,
Owensville, MO 65066
573.437.TIRE (8473)
573.437.3123

Hunter’s special
Don’t 

Forget All 
Your geAr!

$7000
Starting at

Grizzly 6 Ply ATV Tires

22X7-11

Installed

3608 Hwy. EE • Owensville • 573.789.6593
Kirk Terrill ~ 29 Years Experience

1 Mile south of Owensville on Hwy. EE at Triple L Towing

Get Your ATV or UTV
ready for HUNTING SEASON

  Servicing All Makes & Models of:
• ATVs/UTVs • Motorcycles 

• Side-by-Sides 
• Lawn Mowers

Service & Repair
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“WILD BILL” AND WILLOW MILES display their Missouri Whitewater Association Cham-
pionships medals on Sunday beside the well-recognized “curly” pine at the Millstream 
Gardens Conservation Area. Miles and his OC2 (open canoe, tandem) partner Scott 
Swafford (below) won the men’s race. They are pictured setting up their approach to 
a sequence of  downstream gates (Nos. 6 and 7) after cleaning clearing the upstream 
No. 5 gate without any touches. This was the 51st year for the Missouri Whitewater As-
sociation’s race weekend. PHOTOS BY DAVE MARNER
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Troutt & Sons, Inc.
Serving Your Outdoor Recreational Needs for 45 Years

$12,500

St. James MO:  Exit 195 – Right on B Hwy – Right on CR 1000 • 18050 CR 1000
OPEN:  Mon-Fri 8am-5pm, Saturday 8am-Noon

800-843-9677 
www.trouttandsons.com

New 2018 Blazer 1752 Custom Boat, 2018 Mercury Jet 40 Fourstroke 
& 2018 Rivercraft 4” Tube Trailer with spare, LED Lights, powder coat. 
Boat has rear cross seat, (2) 24” side livewells, 40” front deck + 15” deck 
extension, fuel tank and battery. Priced at $12,500. Added options are 
available at additional costs.

New 2018 Blazer 1752 Custom Boat, .080 Gauge, rear cross seat, (2) 
18” livewells, Standard 40” front deck, (2) wise seats, standard console. New 
2018 Mercury Jet 40, remote, stainless steel impeller, fuel tank and battery. 
New 2018 Rivercraft 4” Tube Trailer, powder coated, LED lights, spare tire.   
$12,500  Added options are available at additional costs.

your choice

Safes In Stock Mercury & Yamaha 
Bulk Oil In Stock

• Outboard Jet Drive Specialists 
• Open Boat Storage Available 
• Boat Fabrication & Welding WorkYamalube  ......................$29

Mercury Premium  .........$26
Mercury Premium Plus  .$28
Mercury Optimax/DFI  ...$30

There are many advantages to a kayak. 
They’re usually light, making them easy 
to transport and control. One person can 
handle most. You can take them anywhere. 
They’ll fit on top of most vehicles. Kayaks 
also provide exercise. They don’t use gas or 
batteries, so they’re environmentally sound. 
The list can go on. Here are a few Missouri 

waters where kayaks are great to paddle:

MIssOuRI RIvER 
Urban areas rarely receive the recogni-

tion they deserve in terms of outdoor op-
portunity. Visual perception often clouds 
reality causing many otherwise perfectly 
sane outdoor-minded individuals to turn up 
their noses at natural enjoyment within city 
limits. To do so is a mistake. The Missouri 
River is not to be messed with. You need to 
respect her enormity and power. However, 
the Missouri is one of the grandest rivers in 
the world and to ignore the opportunity to 
float along her course would be a shame. 

The Missouri River makes it’s way 
through two major urban areas in our state – 
Kansas City and St. Louis. Between the two 
cities, she courses through the countryside, 
passing by wonderful communities like 
Boonville, Jefferson City and Washington. 
Those with some experience in a kayak 
should not overlook this incredible river. 
Just be sure to use precautions, like always 

wearing a life vest and paddling with a friend 
whenever possible. 

NORTh FORk OF ThE WhITE 
RIvER

The North Fork of the White River is 
a scenic gem. Tucked away deep in the 
Missouri Ozarks, this fast flowing river is 
a perfect destination to get away from it 
all, as well as an amazing fishery. Combine 
the two, and the North Fork is ideal for 
kayaking.

The North Fork flows for 67 miles 
across Douglas and Ozark counties before 
emptying into Northfork Reservoir near 
Tecumseh. It is heavily spring fed and has 
long stretches of riffles and even some class 
II whitewater. Smallmouth bass, goggle-eye 
and sunfish can be caught throughout the 
river. The lower 12 miles of the North Fork 
are trophy trout sections. 

Since the North Fork is so far south and 
located a great distance from any large popu-
lation base, it remains rather less crowded 

than some of the more northern float rivers 
in Missouri. Don’t mistake less crowded for 
not crowded. The North Fork does have its 
floaters, but it’s not as crowded as many 
rivers closer to large cities. 

NIaNgua RIvER 
The Niangua flows through a beautiful 

landscape of looming forest and unique 
rock features. There are many access points 
where you can launch a kayak. The Bennett 
Spring area is a hub for this river, where 
you can rent a kayak from one of many 
local liveries.

Bennett Spring is one of the most popular 
State Parks in Missouri, with visitors com-
ing from all across the Midwest each year 
to fish, camp, picnic and more. The spring 
from which the park derives its name is the 
third largest in the state, producing an aver-
age of 100,000,000 gallons of water a day 
that pour into the Niangua River. Camping 

Kayaking opportunities abound across Missouri
DRIFTWOOD OUTDOORS

by BRANDON BUTLER

See Driftwood, Page 11B



*$0 Down, 0% A.P.R. financing for up to 48 months on purchases of select new Kubota RTV-X Series 
equipment from participating dealers’ in-stock inventory is available to qualified 
purchasers through Kubota Credit Corporation, U.S.A.; subject to credit approval. 
Some exceptions apply. Example: 48 monthly payments of $20.83 per $1,000 
financed. Offer expires 6/30/18. See us or go to KubotaUSA.com for more 
information. Optional equipment may be shown. © Kubota Tractor Corporation, 2018

KubotaUSA.com

READY TO WORK, 
WHEREVER WORK TAKES YOU.
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 Mt. Sterling Owensville
 573-943-6323 573-437-4421

Since 1893

As your local Farmers agent, I can offer 
you a policy insuring what takes you 
there– cars, trucks, snow mobiles, off 
road vehicles, motor homes, travel 
trailers, motorcycles, boats, and more. 

GET YOUR FREE QUOTE TODAY! 

573.860.0668 
LACY JORDAN 
lacy.nkuhn@farmersagency.com 

https://www.facebook.com/NathanKuhnAgency 

BECAUSE ADVENTURE IS WAITING FOR YOU. 
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By Lucas BOND
Mo. Dept. of Conservation

DIXON, Mo. – The Missouri Department 
of Conservation (MDC) reports that 11-year 
old Maverick Yoakum of Dixon became the 
most recent record-breaking angler in Mis-
souri when he hooked a river redhorse on 
Tavern Creek using a rod and reel.

The new “pole and line” record river 
redhorse caught by Yoakum on March 4 
weighed 10-pounds, 3-ounces. The new 
record breaks the previous state-record and 
world record pole-and-line river redhorse of 
9-pound, 13-ounces caught at Tavern Creek 
in 2016. Yoakum was using worms when 
he caught the fish. MDC staff verified the 
record-weight fish using a certified scale 
in Brinktown.

“I fought the fish for about two to three 
minutes before I got it to the bank,” said 
Yoakum. “I thought I caught a pretty big 
fish, but I didn’t know it was a state record 
until my dad told me to look it up online. 
I’m super excited to hold a state record!”

River redhorse fish are part of the sucker 
family. They are a moderately chubby, 
coarse-scaled fish with a dorsal fin contain-
ing 12 or 13 rays. These fish can be found 
mostly throughout the Ozarks.

Yoakum’s fish also beats the current world 

record, pending verification by the Inter-
national Game Fish Association (IFGA). 
While the river redhorse does get much 
larger, IFGA only recognizes fish taken by 
pole and line.

“Larger river redhorses are usually taken 
by gigging and do not qualify for the IGFA 
world record,” MDC Fisheries Programs 
Specialist Andrew Branson said. “Conserva-
tion makes Missouri a great place to fish and 
this new unique record clearly shows why. 
This fish could possibly be the largest river 
redhorse ever taken with a pole and line.”

Yoakum added it’s hard to believe he 
may be a world-record holder.

“I just can’t believe it! I have never 
thought about holding a record, and now I 
may be a world-record holder. I can’t be-
lieve it!” he said. “I want to thank my dad 
for always taking me fishing, because if it 
wasn’t for him taking me fishing I wouldn’t 
have caught a fish like I did.”

Missouri state-record fish are recognized 
in two categories: pole-and-line and alterna-
tive methods. Alternative methods include: 
throwlines, trotlines, limb lines, bank lines, 
jug lines, spearfishing, snagging, snaring, 
gigging, grabbing, archery, and atlatl.

For more information on state-record fish, 
visit the MDC website at http://bit.ly/2efq1vl

PHOTO BY MDC STAff, COuRTESY MiSSOuRi DEPARTMENT Of CONSERVATiON.

cONgRaTuLaTIONs 11-yEaR old Maverick Yoakum on breaking the state record by 
catching a 10-pound, 3-ounce river redhorse on Tavern Creek near St. Elizabeth. He is 
pictured with his dad (Bennett Yoakum).

11-Year old angler catches 
state-record, possibly    

world-record river redhorse
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Hwy. 28 east • Owensville, MO • 573-437-4156
Open 24 Hours A Day 7 Days A Week

          Mossberg 500 12 or 20 Ga. youth .............$25400

Many more guns in stock to choose from!

Walmart is
Your Hunting

Headquarters
Check your local Owensville 

Walmart for all your hunting and 
fishing supplies:  Lures, Rod & 

Reels, hooks, tackle boxes, 
stringers and guns from Ruger, 

Marlin, Browning, Savage, 
Remington, Henry and Mossberg. 

You name it we got it.

Also, check out our Firearms Special Order Catalog featuring over 
1200 additional models of guns, all at the low Walmart price.

$1988 $2942

Gobbler Chair  
Hunt in comfort, 300 
lb. capacity, padded 
arms, carry strap

Knight & Hale Run & 
Gun Quickblind 
Umbrella shape to con-
ceal movement, Magnetic 
flaps for sight/shooting 
holes

Mossy Oak
Decoys, 
Lightweight, 
folded for easy 
transportation

Get ready for spring Turkey season with supplies from Wal-Mart. 
The lowest prices on, ammunition, turkey calls, decoys, knives, 

camo, GPS units, binoculars and more.

          savage 320 12 or 20 Ga. Pump ..................$17200

          Remington 870 express 12 Ga. Pump ......$28900

$997
each

FLAMINg-ShrIMp  in rum 
provided visitors to Site No. 47 
a snack with a challenge. A quick 
hand can grab a shrimp tail as the 
rum burns off. Well-butchered 
venison makes your campfire 
dining experience even richer. 
Paying detail to removing as 
much of the unwanted tendons 
and sinew are keys to favorable 
experiences preparing and 
serving wild game. A tendon 
is removed during final prep. 
“Your sister-in-law did a nice job 
butchering,” said Scott Swafford, 
a camp member and boater. 
“What a nice gift.” Indeed. It was.
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Ready to drop anchor?

• Belle • East Linn • Jefferson City • Linn • Loose Creek 
• Owensville • Rolla • Taos • Union • Westphalia

602 East Highway 28 • Owensville, Missouri
573-437-2122

www.LegendsBk.com
Member FDIC

It all starts with a 
home loan from

ThE “FIRE-Lay gOurMEt” was in rare 
form this past weekend during the 51st 
Missouri Whitewater Association Cham-
pionships held at Millstream Gardens 
Conservation Area. Nearby at the Silver 
Mines campground near Fredericktown, 
Mo., the menu for Saturday evening in-
clude a beer-marinaded, honey-mustard 
glazed venison backstrap.  The chef chose 
a hoppy 12-ounce Hoptimistic IPA from the 
Charleyville Vineyard Microbrewery, Ste. 
Genevieve, Mo., for the marinade. Steak 
seasoning (your choice) was sprinkled gen-
erously on both sides and lightly rubbed in 
before a flash searing. Once both sides were 
seared, the 2.75-pound strap (harvested and 
graciously given to the chef by his sister-
in-law, Cate Radkte), was glazed with the 
honey-mustard mix and grilled indirect and 
covered for 12 minutes (top left). The meat 
(medium-rare) was allowed to rest for five 
minutes before being sliced (middle, left).  

PHOTOS BY DAVE MARNER
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By JOE JEREk
Mo. Dept. of Conservation

JEFFERSON CITY, Mo. – The Missouri 
Conservation Commission has paproved 
the season dates for the 2018-19 deer and 
turkey seasons. The seasons are set up much 
like years past.

2018 Spring and Fall Turkey 
Hunting Dates

• Spring Youth Portion: April 7 and 8
• Regular Spring Turkey Season: April 

16 through May 6
• Fall Firearms Turkey Season: Oct. 

1 - 31

2018 - 2019 Archery Deer and 
Turkey Hunting Dates

• Archery Season: Sept. 15 through 
Nov. 9 and Nov. 21 through Jan. 
15, 2019.

2018 – 2019 Firearms Deer 
Hunting Dates

• Firearms Deer Early Youth Portion: 
Oct. 27 and 28

• Firearms Deer November Portion: 
Nov. 10 - 20

• Firearms Deer Late Youth Portion: 

Nov. 23 - 25
• Firearms Deer Antlerless Portion: 

Nov. 30 through Dec. 2
• Firearms Deer Alternative Methods 

Portion: Dec. 22 through Jan. 1, 2019

Details on hunting regulations, harvest 
limits, allowed methods, required permits, 

and other related information will be avail-
able in the Department’s “2018 Spring Tur-
key Hunting Regulations and Information” 
and the “2018 Fall Deer & Turkey Hunting 
Regulations and Information” booklets. 
Both will be available where permits are 
sold prior to the related seasons.

Learn more about deer and turkey hunting 

in Missouri at huntfish.mdc.mo.gov/
Buy Missouri hunting (and fishing) 

permits from numerous vendors around the 
state, online at mdc.mo.gov/buypermits, or 
through MDC’s free mobile apps, MO Hunt-
ing and MO Fishing, available for download 
through Google Play for Android devices or 
the App Store for Apple devices.

Mdc sets 2018 deer and turkey hunting dates

visit us at:  www.RosebudTractor.com

241 Hwy. 50
Rosebud, MO 63091

573-764-3393

1325 Main Street
Linn, MO 65051
573-897-2249

Say hello to the MECHRON® 2200 UTV. With 4WD, adjustable rear wishbone 
suspension, and the widest cargo bed in its class, it’s all the machine you need 
for work and play, and then some. Learn more about the MECHRON® UTV 
Series at your authorized KIOTI Tractor Dealer.  

© 2018 KIOTI Tractor Company a Division of Daedong-USA, Inc.

*Offer available January 1, 2018 – March 31, 2018. Cannot be combined with any other offer. Offer based on the purchase of eligible equipment defined in promotional program. 
Additional fees may apply. Pricing, payments and models may vary by dealer.  Customers must take delivery prior to the end of the program period. Some customers will not 
qualify. Some restrictions apply. Financing subject to credit approval. Offer available on new equipment only. Prior purchases are not eligible.  Offer valid only at participating 
Dealers. Offer subject to change without notice. See your dealer for details. Pricing in USD.

Kioti.com

$10000%     36
Financing* Months Cash Back*

UP TO

MECHRON ®

UP TO

MDC’s 2018 Spring Turkey 
Hunting Regulations and 
Information booklets are 
available for free at MDC 

regional offices, nature 
centers, and other places 
where permits are sold -- 
and online at short.mdc.

mo.gov/Zqo.
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“Customized 
Inboard Jets”

Our boats are custom made to 
fit your requirements.

I-44 Exit UU (North Side of Hwy) 2 Miles East of Cuba

573-885-0052
www.gatorjetboats.com

Check out our web site 
for boats in stock!

Standard EquIpmEnt
• 350 Vortec GM Engine
• Front and Rear Decks
• Carpet
• Full Instrumentation
• Auto Bilge Pump
• Bilge Blower • Paint
• Single Axle Trailer • Cooler / Live Well
• Running Lights• Fire Extinguisher/Paddle
• 12/24 volt Trolling Motor System • American Turbine SD 309
• Pump Clean Out on Outside of Boat

Jet Pump Parts &
 Repair Available

Marine carpet and accessories, Aluminum Welding & Fabrication

Like us on Facebook to see pictures and stay up to 
date on the latest news and specials!

Got a Inboard Jet Boat? 

Need Service Work?

WE Can HELp!

We can work on all Inboard Jet Boats, 

any make, any model. We can perform 

warranty work on the engines and jet 

drives upon approval from the manu-

facturer. Call us for all of your Inboard 

Jet Boat needs.

Watch for our 16th Annual

All Profits go to the St. Louis 

Children’s Hospital

Date Applied for is Sat., June 16

By JOE JEREk
Mo. Dept. of Conservation

JEFFERSON CITY, Mo. — The Missouri 
Department of Conservation (MDC) and 
the Conservation Federation of Missouri 
(CFM) thank the thousands of Missouri 
deer hunters who donated 289,292 pounds 
of venison to the state’s Share the Harvest 
program this past deer season. The donated 
deer meat will help feed hungry Missourians 
all around the state.

This season’s total of 289,292 pounds 
of venison included nearly 5,600 whole 
deer. Hunters donated 198,277 pounds of 
venison the year before. Since the program 
was started in 1992, Share the Harvest has 
provided nearly 4 million pounds of lean, 
healthy venison to help feed hungry Mis-
sourians.

Share the Harvest is coordinated by MDC 
and CFM. It works by deer hunters donating 
their extra venison to more than 100 partici-
pating meat processors throughout the state 
who grind the deer meat into ready-to-use 
packages. The packaged venison is then 
given to local food banks and food pantries 
for distribution to Missourians in need of 
food assistance.

“Hunters started Share the Harvest 
because they saw a need in their communi-
ties,” said MDC Director Sara Pauley. “And 
hunters remain the driving force behind this 
popular program that helps feed our fellow 
Missourians who are in need. We sincerely 
thank the thousands of deer hunters who 
support Share the Harvest, along with the 
many participating meat processors and 
sponsors.”

Processing fees are covered entirely or 
in part by numerous local supporting orga-
nizations and statewide sponsors, which in-
clude: MDC, CFM, Shelter Insurance, Bass 
Pro Shops, Missouri Chapter Safari Club 
International, Missouri Chapter National 
Wild Turkey Federation, Midway USA 
Inc., Missouri Food Banks Association, and 
United Bowhunters of Missouri.

“Share the Harvest is a partnership 
of citizens, agencies, organizations and 
corporations working together to provide 
healthy, protein-rich meat to those who may 
otherwise go without,” said CFM Executive 
Director Brandon Butler. “Hunters across 
Missouri should be proud of this outstand-
ing program.”

For more information on Share the Har-
vest, visit short.mdc.mo.gov/Zoz.

PHOTO BY MDC STAff, COuRTESY MiSSOuRi DEPARTMENT Of CONSERVATiON.

shaRE ThE Harvest works by hunters donating harvested deer meat to participating 
meat processors who then prepare the donated venison by grinding it into ready-to-use 
packages that are given to local food banks and food pantries. Missouri deer hunters 
shared 289,292 pounds of venison last season to help feed hungry Missourians.

Mdc and cfM thank deer 
hunters for sharing the 

harvest



by LARRY DABLEMONT

I am looking forward to our outdoors-
man’s swap meet this coming Saturday, 
and hope to meet and talk with many of the 
readers of this column. If you want to get 
more information about 
it, call my office number 
at the end of this column.

It is disappointing to 
write a column about 
what is going on today 
with the Missouri Depart-
ment of Conservation 
and know that there are 
newspapers who refuse 
to print it because they do 
not allow any criticism of 
that agency.  What I wrote 
a couple of weeks ago is 
true and beyond dispute, 
about what amounts to 
questionable activity on the part of depart-
ment agents, but in some newspapers today, 
it cannot be printed, usually because only 
one person disapproves of it.  

If you wish to see those columns which 
may be omitted, read them on my website, 
larrydablemontoutdoors.blogspot.com or in 

my magazine.  On April 13 I will spend most 
of a day with the Director of the Conserva-
tion Department, and it is likely that what 
I write about that day will not be published 

by some of the 
45 or 50 news-
papers who re-
ceive this col-
umn weekly.  
But what we 
talk about and 
agree to will 
be in our sum-
mer Lightnin’ 
Ridge outdoor 
magazine.

The public 
has a right to 
know what an 
agent can and 

cannot do when it comes to entering a home 
and taking your possessions. And fishermen 
need to know what they need to do to escape 
citations and fines for technical violations.  
For example, a lady from Long Lane, MO 
called me last spring to tell me that she and 
her husband were coming back from a crap-

pie fishing trip to Pomme De Terre Lake, 
when a pair of game wardens pulled them 
over. One took her to the front of the pickup 
and began to interrogate her, as if she might 
be Bonnie Parker herself. 

The other one hauled her husband back to 
the boat and demanded that he open the live 
well so the crappie therein could be counted. 
There were seven. Obviously neither had 
caught their limit. But the agents smelled 
the possibility off a technicality citation, so 
they demanded that both fishermen tell them 
exactly how many that had each caught. The 
wife, who was mad as a hornet, said she 
didn’t know how many were in the live well 
and didn’t care, because she hadn’t caught 
any. The game warden started giving them 
both the third degree because two crappie 
fishermen have to always keep their fish 
separate until they get them home.

So that is something to remember, Mis-
souri’s conservation agents, maybe the same 
in Arkansas and Kansas and Oklahoma, in an 
attempt to find away to fine fishermen who 
have done nothing wrong, travel in pairs 
and will often do just what they did to that 
lady and her husband. They will give you 
a ticket in a minute if you cannot identify 
the fish you personally have caught. If you 
have only six or eight crappie in your live 
well, you can be forced to pay a fine IF YOU 
CAN’T IDENTIFY WHAT YOU HAVE 
CAUGHT. It is the same with white bass, 
black bass, walleye, etc.

Since few fishermen keep their fish 
separated, and since all fish are often kept 
in one live well, the answer is a pair of small 
scissors or clippers you can use to clip the 
top or the bottom of the tail fin to mark you 
fish, sort of like the old time hill people did 
to separate mark the ears on free-ranging 
hogs. Then you crappies are easy to tell, 
because they are marked. Fishing partner 
Joe can clip the bottom of the tail fin on his 

crappie, and Bob can leave his unmarked.
Then when the game wardens pull you 

over and digs into your cooler or live well, 
they can’t fine you because there is no ques-
tion what each of you caught. Just be sure 
that no fish fall beneath the length limit. If 
any game wardens insist your fish is too 
short, lay that fish beside a ruler and take a 
picture before he takes it.  If he refuses to 
let you do that, he is violating your rights.  

Have a witness! In southern Missouri, 
I have seen crappie fishermen pay fines 
because the conservation agent insisted that 
a ten-inch crappie is only nine and ¾ of an 
inch. In courts, you cannot prove he is lying 
unless you have a photo. And they do lie on 
occasion. The MDC paid a million dollars 
out in a lawsuit only a few years ago because 
several of their agents were proven to have 
lied. A retired agent has also told me that he 
objected to being told by a supervisor to lie in 
order to convict someone. So do everything 
you can to be unquestionably legal, and to 
do that you have to know what the fishing 
regulations are, totally and completely.

There is so much to know. Don’t be 
caught with a walleye after a certain time 
in many of the streams in the evening in 
the spring, even if you caught it at noon.  
Know all length limits too!  For instance if 
you are fishing in the river above Stockton 
or Truman or Bull Shoals, the nine-inch 
crappie you catch is legal. But if you run 
down into the lake to load your boat, those 
shorter fishing are perhaps illegal. It isn’t 
so much where you catch them, but where 
you take them. And remember that length 
limits in different waters are not the same.

One of the advertisers in my magazine 
told me that this past winter he went to fish for 
trout on Lake Taneycomo and was checked 
at a boat dock by two Missouri Conserva-
tion Agents who said they had come down 
from Stockton Lake area. “When they got 

You have a right to know

See Dablemont, Page 11B

OUTDOORS In The OzaRkS

Owensville Gun Club

2018 Event Schedule
50 Bird Trap Derby—Monday, 6:00pm, May 7 to Oct. 15

Field Captain: Glenn Oder 573-301-6475
Trap Practice—Tuesday, 4:00pm ~ Field Captain: Glenn Oder 573-301-6475

 Skeet Practice—Thursday, 4:30pm ~ Field Captain:  John Kansteiner 315-651-0725
(Dates may be rescheduled due to weather)  No practice on National Holidays 

or during the Hunting Season and Gasconade County Fair weeks.
Sporting Clays: 9am -2pm
Field Captain:
Shane Achterberg  573-263-0021
 Sunday, April 8
 Sunday, June 3
 Sunday, July 1
 Sunday, Aug. 5 
 Sunday, Sept. 9
 Sunday, Oct. 7 
Shotgun Triathlon: 9am -2pm
  Sunday, May 6
 Sunday, Oct. 28
Work Days
  Sat. & Sun., April 28 & 29; 

Volunteers needed 
and appreciated.  

Board Meetings @ 6pm    
Thursday, April 12
Thursday, June 28
Thursday, Sept. 20

         Thursday, Nov. 15 

CheCk our web site for updates: 
www.owensvilleGunClub.org

1515 Highway 28 W  •  PO Box 518  •  Owensville, MO 65066

NOTE: The Club requests that members who have moved or changed their mailing 
address to please notify the club by mail at:  OGC, PO Box 518, Owensville, MO 65066

CMP vintage Rifle, M1 Garand 
& Carbine (Field Captain, 
    Jim Miller 636-583-8613): 
 Saturday, April 7~ 
     Appreciation and awards day
 Sunday, April 22*
 Sunday, May 20*
 Sunday, June 10*
 Sunday, Aug. 19*
 Sunday, Sept. 16*
 Sunday, Oct. 7*
*M1 for Vets Presentation at 08:00 am; 
Field Captain: John Colombo  314-604-3005
ARA Rim Fire Bench Rest Dates: ; 
Sign up 8am Start 9am; Field Captain:  
Dennis Sallin 573-619-4578  
 Saturday, April 14
 Saturday, May 19
 Saturday, June 23~Tournament
 Sunday, June 24 
 Saturday, July 28~Tournament
 Sunday, July 29
 Sat. & Sun., Aug. 11–12
 Saturday, Sept. 15
 Saturday, Oct. 13

Web Site & Pistol Range:  
Phil Anderson  573-437-3323

President:  Glenn Oder  573-764-3220
Vice Pres.:  Gery Oswald  573-484-0055

Secretary/ Treas:  Linda Thiedke

927 E. Main (next to Post Office) Linn, MO 65051

573-897-0777
New Crossbows in StoCk

try one out in our shooting range 
third largest Mathews dealer in Mo.

top 100 Mathews dealer in US
HOURS:  Tues. - Fri.  ~  10am–5pm  • 

Saturday  ~  9am–4pm 
Closed Sunday & Monday

we trade For 
All Bows

in Central MO

Mathews 
Bows

LOWEST 
PRICES

Mathews’ New 
triax Bows in stock
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Enhances & Protects New - Used Trucks 
OEM Paint Code Color Match Available 
Preferred Over Drop-In Plastic Liners

ALL-NEW, 
PREMIUM ROLL-
UP COVER WITH 

AN XTRA-LOW 
PROFILE

• Sprayed On Truck Liners
• Truxedo Lo Pro Tonneau Cover or
• Undercover Flex folding bed cover

coupon

$25 of
f

Good thru April 30, 2018 • Limit 1 coupon. Cannot be combined with any other sale or discount.

ALL-NEW: The Ultimate Truck 
Bed Solution by UnderCover

A hard folding truck bed cover 
that comes standard with 
overwhelming new features, 
and is topped off with an allur-
ing matte finish. The Ultra Flex 
is in a category of it’s own. 
The Ultra Flex has been care-
fully crafted to be the ultimate 
all-purpose truck bed cover. 
Unprecedented features that 
come standard with each Ultra 
Flex include a Saddlebag 
storage box for convenient 
out of the way bed organization, a dual rail LED bed lighting system for luminous bed light-
ing day and night, and an easy-close tailgate seal. Multiple riding positions allow the end 
user to ride with full access to their bed, and full weather protection is available for the bed if 
the cover is in the fully closed position. Ultra Flex is a no drill application and can be installed 
and removed easily with our newly designed “L-Rail’s.” What’s more, the Ultra Flex is backed 
by a 5 year warranty, making it the most desirable folding cover on the market.

FINd THE BEST TRUCk ACCESSORIES AT ACCESSORIES UNLIMITEd

OWENSVILLE, Mo. – Stephen Heck-
elmann has been in sales for the last 10 
years, since the close of the Chrylser plant 
in Fenton.

Stephen grew up in Washington, Mo. In 
1985 he joined the Navy. After his service 
in the Navy Steve worked at Chrysler in 
Fenton from 1993 to 2009.

After Chrysler closed it’s plant in 
Fenton he went to work at Bourbon RV.

In 2009 Steve and his wife, Loretta 
purchased a home at Peaceful Valley. With 
a military discount from Pioneer Home 
Center they rehabbed the house.

The lake front home was meant to be a 
weekend, getaway in the beginning. But 
after a while Steve and Loretta decided 
to sell the main house and move perma-
nently to Owensville. “We decided that 
this was a good caring community, one 
that we wanted to raise our two children 
in,” said Steve.

Bourbon RV sells new trailers by Jayco, 
Denali, Gulf Stream, Elkridge, Riverside, 
Aero Lite and Shasta. They handle fifth 
wheels trailers, travel trailers and toy 
haulers.

Popular with many of their customers 

are the retro trailers by Riverside.
“I love working at Bourbon RV,” said 

Steve. “There are no hidden fees, we treat 
our customers like our neighbors.”

In addition, Bourbon RV helps RV own-
ers maintain their trailers with industry-
leading service, RV parts and tech support. 
They even have a full body shop on site 
to care for any major repairs to the RV’s 
exterior. To find out more about Bourbon 
RV visit www.BourbonRV.com.

Owensville resident sells 
trailers at Bourbon RV

— Paid Advertisement—

ready to leave the dock,” he said, “one commented to the other… ‘Lets get out there and 
find us some victims,’!

The young man became very angry and he said he told them as much saying, “Those 
victims you are after are the people who support your agency and pay your salary.”

More of us need to speak up against this type of attitude. Many of the state’s ‘game 
wardens’ operate this way, looking for any little technicality they can use to write a cita-
tion to fishermen who have no intention of breaking any law.

Remember that and don’t allow yourself to be another of their “victims”.  
Contact me at P.O. Box 22, Bolivar, Mo. or email me at lightninridge47@gmail.com.  

The office phone number is 417 777 5227.

Dabelmont from page 10B

Driftwood from page 4B

in the park or staying in one of the cabins is a great experience. This is a great place to 
camp for the weekend and spend a couple of days kayaking different sections of the river. 

ROcky FORk cONsERvaTION aREa
Whether you call them strip pits, lakes or ponds, the waters of the Rocky Fork Conser-

vation Area are worth a visit. Located just six miles north of Columbia on Highway 63, 
Rocky Fork is an easily accessible, outstanding place to paddle a kayak.

Rocky Fork CA consists of 2,200 acres. About 1,200 of those acres were strip-mined 
before the Missouri Department of Conservation acquired the property in 1979. Today, 
the reclaimed land consists of roughly 60 strip pits. Most of the strip pits are small, as 
in less than a few acres. For the most part, the pits are secluded, with heavily forested 
shorelines. The water often drops off deep from the bank. You can bring a camera on this 
kayak trip and likely find some nice nature scenes to photograph. 

See you down the trail…
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Offer ends April 30, 2018

Rebate of up to $3,500†

(on select 2017 models).

REgIStER 
tO WIN

Stop by and meet “Kim 
Jon Un” oUr GUard doG!

hE FIRES REAL mISSLES

1) 2018 40cc yoUth 
atV

2) $1,000 partS & 
acceSSorieS coUpon

3) $500 partS & 
acceSSorieS coUpon

4) $250 partS & 
acceSSorieS coUpon

No purchase necessary to win. Stop by for details. Drawing held April 30, 2018

5) $100 partS & acceSSorieS coUpon

By DaN ZaRLENga
Mo. Dept. of Conserva-
tion

WILDWOOD, Mo. — 
Birdwatching is one of the 
fastest growing outdoor 
activities in America.  It’s 
a fun activity that can 
help people of all ages 
discover nature.  Due to 
high demand, the Missouri 
Department of Conserva-
tion (MDC) is offering 
another Beginner’s Bird-
ing class to help kick 
start birdwatching skills 
for new birdwatchers at 
Rockwoods Reservation 
on Saturday, March 24 from 10 a.m.-noon.

Participants will learn about the basics of birding and the birds that 
can be found at Rockwoods Reservation this spring. Then join MDC 
naturalists for a hike to find some feathered friends.

Rockwoods Reservation has great habitat to support many differ-
ent bird species, especially those that will be migrating through this 
spring.  The site is listed on eBird.org as a birding hotspot, with 142 
species reported, which mean excellent prospects for getting a good 
start on a birding list. 

The Beginner’s Birding class is free and open to those ages 8 and 
up.  All equipment needed, including bird guides and binoculars 
will be provided.  Participants should dress for the weather and be 
prepared with footwear suitable for hiking.  Online reservations are 
required by going to https://goo.gl/8GTQbt.  For more information, 
call 636-458-2236.

Rockwoods Reservation is located in Wildwood at 2751 Glencoe 
Road, off Highway 109 between I-44 and Highway 100.

ThE NORThERN cardinal is one of the 
142 bird species reported at Rockwoods 
Reservation by eBird.org.

Mdc holds beginner’s 
birding class March 24

 at Rockwoods 
Reservation


