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Special Event Hall for Family Reunions, Weddings,
Wedding Receptions, Club and Church Organizations and more!

Call-in Orders Welcome
573-764-2224

ALSO AVAILABLE:
Anheuser-Busch & Pepsi Products      White Mule Wines, Owensville

Bacanora Products Amigo Brands in Gerald, Missouri

OFFERING: Deli Meats and Cheeses

Traditional & Artisian Sandwiches, handmade to order from 
fresh ingredients plus Soups & Salads. 

315 S. Pine Street • Gerald • 573-764-2224
facebook.com/bistroatthemill  •  bistroatthemill@gmail.com

OPENDAILY
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OPEN: Mid March – Mid December
Friday & Saturday  11:00 am – 3:00 pm

Special Exhibit on 
Blacksmith

FREE ADMISSION

105 W. McFadden, Owensville, Mo.
573-437-5617

www.GasconadeCountyHistoricalSociety.com

Donations Accepted • Local History Books For Sale

510 Red Oak Road  |  Owensville  |  573-437-8231

Memorial Park Memorial Park 
CampgroundCampground

Owensville Firemen’s Picnic & Fireworks scheduled  Owensville Firemen’s Picnic & Fireworks scheduled  
                   for                    for Friday, June 30, 2023Friday, June 30, 2023

parkrec@cityofowensville.com
www.cityofowensville.com/campground

25 Sites with
30 Amp Electric 

& Water

In the old First Bank building on Main Street!In the old First Bank building on Main Street!

Follow us on Open Mon–Sat 11Open Mon–Sat 11amam–8–8pmpm ~ Kitchen Closes @ 7 ~ Kitchen Closes @ 7pmpm

120 South First Street  |  Owensville, MO  |  573-437-SNOW573-437-SNOW (7669)

Fried ChiCken
 ChiCken dinner ChiCken StripS
  (Cooked Fresh to Order) (1 Free Dipping Sauce)
 2-Pc Mixed 2-Pc Strips
 3-Pc Mixed 3-Pc Strips

Feed the Family
8-Pcs. w/2 Sides

12-Pcs. w/3 Sides
16-Pcs. w/4 Sides

SaladS*
~ ChiCken (Grilled or Crispy)

~ Side Salad
*Salad ingredient options include: 
Tomatoes, Onions, CheddarJack 

Cheese, & Croutons

 appetizerS
• White Gravy Cheese Fries
• Salted Pretzel Bites
• Toasted Ravioli
• Chicken Wings & Boneless Wings
    (Buffalo, BBQ, & Plain)
• Honey Garlic Shrimp

SideS
 Mashed Potatoes Fried Mushrooms
 Onion Rings Onion Petals
 White/Brown Gravy Sidewinder Fries
 Potato Salad Shoestring Fries
 Mac & Cheese Curly Fries
 Coleslaw Baked Beans
 Tater Tots Okra

Drive-Thru ~ Game Room ~ Large Party Seating ~ RV, Camper, & Bus Parking

The ONLY square patty

CheeSeburgerS
in Owensville’s history!

• Served with seasoned fries •
Classic Double

BBQ Burger
Jalapeño Burger

Ultimate Cheddar Burger
Mushroom Swiss

kidS & SeniorS
(Includes small drink & 1 side)

Cheeseburger  •  Chicken Dippers
Toasted Ravioli   • Mini Corndogs • Shrimp

An Owensville TraditionAn Owensville Tradition

SeaFood
large Fried FiSh Fillet
Served w/Fries & Hush Puppies
12 butterFly Shrimp

Served w/Fries
FiSh Fillet SandwiCh

Served w/Fries

4-pC wingS

Chicken Bowl
Mashed Potatoes, 

Chicken, Corn, 
Cheese, & Gravy 

Chicken Sandwich
Country Fried 

Steak

Specialty 
Specialty 

Lemonades
Lemonades
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CHAMBER OF COMMERCE

While visiting be sure to check out all the renovations to Historic Uptown Owensville. 
Find out more at our web site: www.OwensvilleMissouri.com                    #LoveOwensville

Welcome to Owensville. Owensville possesses an active business community, a strong industrial community, an excellent school system, many 
churches of all denominations and sizes, and varied organizations for adults and youth.  Fairs and festivals during the year provide community spirit 
and good times.  We are proud of the caring people who live here.  The clean neighborhoods exemplify individual and community pride.

WHILE 
SUPPLIES 

LAST

G&W Foods

WEDNESDAY, MARCH 23 - TUESDAY, APRIL 5, 2022

*Cost is determined by the expense it takes to get 
our merchandise from our suppliers to our shelves.

Hiland or Hiland or 
Prairie FarmsPrairie Farms
Shredded Shredded 
CheeseCheese
Selected Varieties  Selected Varieties  
8 Oz.8 Oz.

Nabisco Chips Nabisco Chips 
Ahoy!, Ritz or Ahoy!, Ritz or 
Snack CrackersSnack Crackers
Selected VarietiesSelected Varieties
3.5-13.7 Oz.3.5-13.7 Oz.

TAKE ADVANTAGE OF OUR GREAT CYBER COUPONS!TAKE ADVANTAGE OF OUR GREAT CYBER COUPONS!
Great Savings 
On Products 

Currently In Stock. 
See Details In Store.

Find it on 
Google Play or in 
the App Store!

DOWNLOAD OUR NEW APP TODAY!TO SEE THESE FLASH SPECIALS OR OCCASIONAL 
HOT BUYS, CHECK US OUT ONLINE, OR EVEN BETTER:

YOUR ONE STOP FOR THE FRESHEST SELECTIONS OF QUALITY MEATS 
AND PRODUCE ITEMS - AT THE BEST PRICES AVAILABLE!

Family Pack, Prairie Fresh 
Pork Steaks or 
Western Pork Ribs

Family Pack
Boston Style Grind  
60% Beef 40% Pork

16 Oz.
Hickory Country 
Sliced Bacon

GREAT ON THE GRILL

GREAT FOR BLT'S OR BREAKFAST

10 Lb. Bag10 Lb. Bag
All PurposeAll Purpose

Russet PotatoesRusset Potatoes

1 Lb. 1 Lb. 
FloridaFlorida

StrawberriesStrawberries

228

Green Green 
Seedless Seedless 

GrapesGrapes

177297

3 Lb. Bag3 Lb. Bag
Yellow Yellow 

Cooking Cooking 
OnionsOnions

100% 
GUARANTEED!

EVERYTHING IS PRICED AT *COST AND 

WE ADD ONLY 10% AT CHECKOUT!

194

287
lb.

Maxwell House Maxwell House 
Wake Up Roast Wake Up Roast 
30.64 Oz.30.64 Oz.

639

177
lb.

lb.

6 CT.

CLYDE'S
APPLE FRITTERS

1 LB.

RESER'S
CLASSIC SALAD

As You Are Aware, The Current Supply Level On Some Items Has Created A Lower Than Normal Inventory In Our Stores. 
We Are Working Daily With Our Suppliers And Will Continue Do Our Best To Provide The Largest Selections Available

367
ea.

Reg.
$4.79

Whole in Bag
Pork Butt

lb.119

USDA Choice, 8 Oz.
Boneless 
Ribeye Steak

500
ea.

OPEN 7 DAYS  
A WEEK! 6:30 AM 

TIL 8:30 PM

177327

Frito Lay  Frito Lay  
Fritos,Cheetos Fritos,Cheetos 
or Lays or Lays 
Selected Varieties Selected Varieties 
5-8.5 oz.5-8.5 oz.

298159 299 234

WE RESERVE  THE  R IGHT  TO  L IMIT  QUANTIT IES  AND CORRECT  TYPOGRAPHICAL  AND P ICTORIAL  ERRORS.  NONE  SOLD  TO  DEALERS.

502 HWY 19 SOUTH 
OWENSVILLE, MO 65055

Turkey HillTurkey Hill
Ice CreamIce Cream
Selected Varieties Selected Varieties 
48 Oz.48 Oz.

Red DiamondRed Diamond
TeaTea
GallonGallon

199

Limit
1  

Bag

WHILE 
SUPPLIES 

LAST
WHILE 

SUPPLIES 
LAST
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“Give me a good sharp knife and a good sharp cheese and I’m a happy man.” 
— George R. R. Martin

M&T Farm offers artisan cheese, 
county B&B, supports agri-tourism

TOM AND MARTHA BLATCHFORD along with their son and daughter in-law, Ben and Elizabeth, and 
grandchildren Randas and Dorothy.

Artisan food? Check. Bed and 
breakfast? Check. Country 
setting with relaxing 

opportunities? Check.
M&T Farm, LLC owners Martha 

and Tom Blatchford purchased the 
former Brinkman farm 12 years 
ago and have since expanded 
operations to share the aspects of 
its natural beauty. 

As artisan cheese makers, the 
Blatchfords began Cool Cow 
Cheese, making the product from 
the land, feeding their cows with 
local grass to harvest cream and 
make one-of-a-kind cheese. They 
were later joined by their son 
Ben Blatchford, an artisan cheese 
graduate from Pennsylvania 
University.

“Grain and hay come from local 
farmers who spend money at the 

local vet,” Blatchford said. “It makes a 
community a community. Without 
it, (none of us) would be able to be 
here.”

The family also allows guests 
to have a private viewing of the 
cheese-making process.

“There is a window from where 
we have the cows, to where we 
make the cheese and then the 
cheese shop carries local products,” 
Blatchford said. “They can taste 
cheese off the cheese wheel.”

When cheese is locally made it 
will have a unique taste.

“The grass is different, so the 
cheese is also different,” Blatchford 
said. “Cheese may taste one way 
one time but different in the next 
batch.” 

Some cheeses are only made 
during certain seasons.

“Havarti Cheese is only produced 
in the springtime,” Blatchford said. 
“We stop making in the summer 
when the grass changes. To me, it is 
like winemakers, they get different 
grapes, but we get different milk 
when we make different cheese. 
Once the batch is gone, it is gone 
forever.”

When they expanded their Cool 
Cow Cheese production facility, 
they also opened Brinkman Bed 
and Breakfast, named after the 
Brinkman family who originally 
homesteaded the farm.

“We get a lot of guests from 
Swiss and Lost Valley. They all make 
it special for us,” Blatchford said.

It isn’t just about M&T’s Farm, 
Cool Cow Cheese, or Brinkman Bed 
and Breakfast. Blatchford said he is 

See M&T Farm page 8
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8 
LANES

Full Service Dining including our 
 famous Hot Wings!

MENU INCLUDES:
Thunder Fries, 

Specialty Burgers, 
Buffalo Chicken Sandwich, 

Porky Pig Hoagie, 
Strip Steak Salad, 

& LOTS MORE!

Open: MOn–Thurs 11aM–9pM • Fri 11aM–10pM • saT 11aM–12 aM • sun 11aM–7pM

FEATURING: NEW REDEMPTION

1011 Hwy. 19 N. ~ Owensville, MO ~ 573-437-2641

Fun for the 
whole family!

REDEEM 
POINTS FOR 
FUN PRIZES!

Test your skill…Test your skill…

101 N. First St.  •  Owensville, MO  •  573-437-8464

Mgr. Adolfo Ramirez

REGULAR HOURS: 
Mon.-Thur. 11:00aM–9:00pM
Fri.–SaT. 11:00aM–10:00pM

Sun. 11:00aM–9:00pM

Now On Line at: www.DosPrimosRestaurant.com

Margaritas 
and 

Bottled 
BeerMEXICAN RESTAURANT

Full Lunch and Dinner Menu
including Chicken, Steak, and 

Combination Menu Items, & Salads…We’re
Also Known for the BEST Margaritas In Town!
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Everyone’s Welcome in Rosebud!
We invite you 
to stay at one of our 
bed and breakfasts 
or pull up a chair for 
lunch or dinner at one 
of our fine restaurants.

You’re always 
welcome to visit our 
friendly town, shop 
for one-of-a-kind 
antiques, and visit 
our many other shops. 

Rosebud, Missouri
Hwy. 50 • 25 miles west of Union

55 miles east of Jefferson City

Rosebud Events
~ First Sat. in May:  Spring 

Treasure Day

~ July 1:  4th of July celebration 
in Rosebud Park

~ July 14-16:  Gasconade 
County Threshers Association 
Steam Engine & Threshing 
Show (held in Rosebud Park)

~ October 7:  Fall Treasure Day 

~ November 10:  Ladies Night 
Out 

~ December 2: Old-Fashioned  
Christmas in Rosebud

Missouri

Rosebud

looking for a way to support all agribusiness in the area.
“We support our family and other families as well,” he said. 

“In June (2-3) we do a Missouri Artisan Cheese Festival in 
McKelvey Vineyards in New Haven. For Mother’s Day, they are 
doing a special event for us at Stone Hill Winery in Hermann.”

He also mentioned Kringle Market and The Best of Missouri 
Market in St. Louis.

“What we are trying to do is agri-tourism,” said Blatchford. 
“People are moving away from the farm and we all have 
roots in the farm. I don’t know how many guests say ‘I grew 
up on the farm.’”

The Blatchfords are trying to reintroduce farm life and 
aspects of local products.

“We are doing that with the bed and breakfast and our 
cheese,” said Blatchford, who went to school to learn about 
artisan cheese making at the University of Vermont. “(Cheese) 
used to be a local product, produced differently in every 
community. We are trying to make cheese in place that can 
only be made with certain pasture and certain cows.”

Blatchford said he is also carrying on a local tradition.
“The mayor of Hemann, Mr. Baker, was a cheese maker,” 

Blatchford said.  “Jost Tire, where they put their warehouse, 
was an old creamery and produced cheese in Owensville.”

See M&T Farm page 10

M&T Farm from page 6
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573-437-2699573-437-2699
1613 Tschappler Rd. • Owensville, MO 65066

www.CoolCowCheese.com

Home of...Home of...

Come visit us at the farm 
store and taste our cheese.

CHEESE SHOP OPEN: TUES. — SUN. 10 TO 5CHEESE SHOP OPEN: TUES. — SUN. 10 TO 5
with our famous cheese and cheese curds plus other locally produced products

Our cheeses contain 
only pasteurized milk, 
cheese cultures and 
salt. 
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Sleeps Up To 8 People!
•  Unique Antiques  Unique Antiques  •  Holiday DecorHoliday Decor

•  Knick Knacks  Knick Knacks  •  and Moreand More

216 Hwy. 50 • Rosebud: Open Fri. & Sat. 10am-4pm and Sun. 11am-4pm

On the corner where everything happens

Check out the Sweet Treats 
in our Bakery!

Also Serving Wine on Our Porch from 

Local food production changed during the world 
wars.

“It was different for them,” Blatchford said. “The 
process got consolidated to send overseas.”

Blatchford doesn’t just advertise for his own 
business. He sells it as part of a wholesome group of 
local businesses.

“This area, with all its wineries, 
should be a foodie world,” he said. 
“There are a lot of farmers who 
make great products. It is about 
having a place where people can 
see that.”

When Blatchford says “see” the 
farm life, he means literally. The 
accommodations are authentic 
and comfortable, set in a new 
post-and-beam barn with a 
3,000-square-foot hayloft and 18-foot ceilings. The 
cheese-making facility is on the first floor.

“This is not a Disneyland farm,” Blatchford said. “We 
give a good look at it. It’s what people remember, what 
kind of farm they grew up on.”

M&T works the farm to produce their product.
“We are a working farm, milking cows twice a day,” 

he said. “Most people just enjoy being out by  the farm, 

sitting by the fire pit and playing horseshoes.”
Blatchford said every now and again a guest 

will make a suggestion to modernize or update 
something for more convenience that doesn’t really fit 
the farm setting. At that point, they do their best to 
accommodate, compromise or explain why things are 
the way they are.

“One guest wanted us to put more lighting in our 
parking lot,” Blatchford said. “She 
said ‘Meet me outside about 9 
p.m.’”

After the sunset, they met their 
guest in the parking lot and when 
she pointed out the darkness, 
they pointed at the stars, a view 
that is obstructed by city light 
pollution. The guest changed 
her mind about the parking lot 
lighting.

“People in Owensville have 
different skyline views and want others to be exposed 
to that,” Blatchford said.

M&T Farm, Cool Cow Cheese, and Brinkman Bed 
and Breakfast is unique and an experience on its own.

“That is why it is artisan,” Blatchford said. “We 
aren’t keeping it uniform.”For more information, visit 
artworksonmain.org.

M&T Farm from page 8
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The BEST 
of the WURST!
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For over 70 years, the 
annual Gasconade 
County Fair has provided 

plenty of entertainment to 
unofficially wind down the 
summer months in Gasconade 
County and the surrounding 
area.

Held at Memorial Park (off 
Highway 28) in Owensville 
every year since 1947, the fair 
has numerous activities for 
children and adults of all ages.

Kids activities have included 
a nickel scramble, kiddie tractor 
pull, carnival rides, livestock 
and animal shows, a parade to 
collect candy and other items 
given out along with a Little Mr. 

and Miss Gasconade County 
and Gasconade County Fair 
Queen contests.

Exotic animal shows and 
game shows for kids have also 
appeared at the fair over the 
years.

Activities primarily geared 
for adults have included bull 
riding, a demolition derby, truck 
and tractor pulls, motocross, 
a barbecue cook off and live 
music by local and national 
artists.

Headlining this summer’s 
Gasconade County Fair 

will be Missouri native 
Sarah Evans. As the fifth 
most-played female artist at 
country radio in nearly the last 
two decades — her five No. 
1 singles include “No Place That 
Far,” “Suds In The Bucket, “A Real 
Fine Place To Start,” “Born to 
Fly,” and “A Little Bit Stronger.”  
Sara’s “stunning, country voice” 
(Rolling Stone) has earned 
her the prestigious Academy 
of Country Music Top Female 
vocalist accolade. Evans grew 
up in New Franklin, Mo. 

2023 Gasconade County Fair: Wed., July 26 through Sat., July 29

2023 Gasconade 
County Fair

Tracy Byrd 
Friday, July 28, 2023

8:30 p.m. on the main stage

Sarah Evans
Sat., July 29, 2023

8:30 p.m. on the main stage

See Fair on page 14
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205 Hwy. 50 • Rosebud, Mo. •  John, Louise and Angela

Featured in st. louis magazing: Feast

Good food & good times

ON
 D

RA
FT

Fish Special Every Friday

Pinckney Bend Gin & Tonic
Pinckney Strawberry Lemonade

Open Daily at 11:30am

356 S. Main  |  Gerald, MO 63037  | 573-462-0991

A place where family and friends gather…

Gerald Café

   Open weekends 8am–1pm 
    for Breakfast & Lunch
The best kept secret on US Hwy 50!

Specials:
~ Elk Chili
~ Buffalo Sliders
~ Pioneer Meals

Stop in for some Great Home Cooking

Welcome! 

573-462-0991
280 E. CANAAN ROAD • GERALD, M

RockIslandTrailRetreat@gmail.com
RV Park and Camping

RV Park
Bed & Breakfast 

on the Farm

MacRae’s Indian Books 
Native American Art

360 S. Main Street
Gerald, MO 63037

573-462-0991

Kathy Foy, Owner

Bookstore, Museum 
and Art Gallery

Open by Appointment

Thinking About 
Buying a New Home?

AngelaRay.realtor@gmail.com
HDrealestateteam.com

ANGELA RAY
BROKER, MANAGER

m: 573-291-0437
o: 573-860-4343

402 Hwy. 19
Owensville, MO 65066
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Friday night’s main stage event is a household name 
on the Country Music Scene, Tracy Byrd. Byrd 
has charted more than thirty hit singles in his 
career, including eleven additional Top Ten hits. 

Family night at the fair on Wednesday enables 
everyone to enjoy all of the amenities of the fair 
for only $10 per person.

Information for advanced season passes, $40 
for all four days, can be obtained on the web at 
www.GasconadeCountyFair.com. Anyone under the 
age of 5 is FREE.

“A Star-Spangled Summer” has been set as the theme 
for the 2023 Gasconade County Fair scheduled 
to take place from Wednesday, July 26 through 
Saturday, July 29.

Find more about this years fair online at www.
GasconadeCountyFair.com or on Facebook.

Fair, from page 12

221 Main Street • Leslie, MO • 573-484-4465

➨ Sun: Fried Chicken & Roast Beef

  Friday ➨ Steak Specials, Frog 
Legs and Catfish Dinners

 Saturday ➨ BBQ Pork Steaks and more

Depot 
Activities 

including 4 

Pool Tables

CALL FOR OUR DAILY SPECIALS

101 W. Lincoln  101 W. Lincoln  ||  Owensville, MO    Owensville, MO  ||  573.437.4141  573.437.4141

Style is always in season…

(573) 437-7774
100 North 7th Street  |  Owensville, MO 65066

Open Wed–Sat 2pm tO 9pm
 Happy HOur 2pm tO 5pm, 

dinner Service 5pm tO 9pm

Lots of 
Dine-In Goodies 
plus Party Trays 

& More… 
Discover your 
NEW Favorite!
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Plus Pizza, Wings & Burgers Saturday 11:30am-3:30pm

All-You-Can-Eat 
Pan Fried Chicken or 

Roast Beef Dinner 
every Sunday from 
12:00pm–3:30pm.

 www.WhiteMuleWinery.com

573764-4800
2087 Highway 50

Owensville, Mo 65066

The Schlottach Family

*Reservations encouraged but not required.

Featuring a “Wine 
Pairing” Dinner* 
every Friday & Saturday 
evening 5:00pm-8:30pm

Our farm raised, melt in your 
mouth steaks are prepared 
on our open fired grill over hot 
embers from oak wine barrels.

Come by and sample our wines, listen to lots of interesting stories about the White 
Mule, and get a little taste of some great American history of the local variety.

Live 
entertainment 

venue.  
Call for details!

HISTORIC OWENSVILLE, MO

Everyday Goodlife
Henneke House Hideaway
Historic Main Street Studio
Shopkeepers Apartment

everydaygoodlife.com

Airbnb

Rural Living
STAYshop

Ron & Max Barnes 406 N. First Street  
Cell: 573.690.6036  Owensville, MO 65066   

“Harvesting the Past”    

Primitives, Antiques & Early Lighting

Annual Antique 
Show Last 

Saturday of 
September

Page 15



Every third weekend in July, in the small town 
of Rosebud,  enthusiasts of old-time farming 
gather at the Rosebud Community Park for the 

annual Gasconade County Threshers Association’s 
Steam Engine and Threshing Show.

Formed in August of 1962, the Gasconade County 
Threshers started their annual show as a part of the 
Gasconade County Fair. 

Moved to Rosebud Community Park in July of 
1966, the Gasconade County Threshers Association’s 
annual show has only grown.

In recent years, the number of tractors, steam 
engines and old gasoline engines has pushed 200.

The show’s main objective is to demonstrate to the 
younger generation how old steam tractor engines 
were used to supply power for plowing, threshing, 
sawing, grinding and other farm-related tasks.

Recently, popular activities during the show have 
included a draft horse pull, parade of tractors and 
steam engines, tractor pulls, a watermelon eating 
contest, a cast-iron skillet throwing contest for 
women, a fiddle and banjo contest, a hay bale toss, 
car show and pedal-tractor pulls for kids and adults.

Where there are activities, great food isn’t far away.
Popular food options include pulled beef, 

hamburgers, brats, hot dogs, fish sandwiches, fries 
and nachos. Beverage choices include beer, soda, 
lemonade, tea and coffee.

Traditionally, fried chicken dinners are also served 
the third and final day of the show.

For the one-time admission price of $10, anyone 
13 and older can enjoy all three days of the show. 
Children 12 and under are admitted free with an 
adult.

Planning is underway for the 61st Owensville 
Threshers Association show to be held in Rosebud 
July 14 through the 16.

For more information on the non-profit 
organization, visit them online at www.GCTA.us.

2023 Gasconade County Threshers Show: Fri., July 14 through Sun., July. 16.

Gasconade County Threshers
 Steam Engine & Threshing Show 
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By the Plate or Sandwich:
• Pulled Pork
• Smoked USDA Prime Brisket
• California-Style Pulled Pork
• Smoked Wings

Open Tues. & Wed. 3am TO 8pm
Thurs. & Fri. 11am – 8pm

saT. 11am – 5pm

In the heart of Rosebud!
215 Hwy. 50  ❤  573-764-5175

Specializing in clothing and 
accessories, sizes S to 3X at 

affordable prices.

Open Thurs.–Sat. 10am – 5pm

Sun. 12pm – 4pm

573-764-5700
212 Highway 50

Rosebud, MO 63091

Visit us for Fine AntiquesVisit us for Fine Antiques
uu

Painted FurniturePainted Furniture
uu

Primitives & CollectiblesPrimitives & Collectibles

8,500 Square Foot
Antique Mall 

204 Hwy. 50  |  Rosebud  |  573 764-4000

We are Rosebud’s 
largest Antique Mall. With 

over 60 vendors, we have 
new items arriving daily.

Open 7 Days A Week

FLEA MARKET FIRST SATURDAY 

OF THE MONTH–APRIL THRU NOV.

Eight theaters, eight entertainment 
speeds to choose from...plus the 

necessary fuel to go the distance!

1/4 Mile south of East Central College 
on Prairie Dell Rd. • Union, MO  
MOVIE INFO. LINE: 636-583-8889

www.great8cinema.com

www.facebook.com/pages/Great-8-Cinema

Owensville, MO 65066  •   573.437.2323
www.GasconadeCountyRepublican.com

To be part of the 2024 area visitors guide 
contact us today:
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Throughout the summer months, 
Owensville’s Memorial Park will have a lot 
of activity between Winter Water Park, the 

golf course and campground.
Winter Water Park, named after the late, long-

time park supporter Milford H. H. Winter, is located 
at 705 Parker Drive. The facility was built in 2014 
and features a zero-depth entry, baby bungee, 
splash elements, castle with 3 slides, 14’ tall body 
flume, lazy river, rock climbing wall, diving board, 
shade structures and a covered concession pavilion.

During the summer, the facility is open daily from 
12-6 pm from Memorial Day Weekend through Labor 
Day Weekend, with reduced hours after Gasconade 
County R-2 School District resumes classes for the 
school year.

Owensville Golf Course, located at 702 North Maple 
Street, is a 9-hole public course that was built in 1952 
on approximately 40 acres within Memorial Park. Course features 2,076 yards of golf from the longest tees 
for a par of 32. Greens consist of creeping bentgrass, while the rest of the course is a mixture of bermuda, 
zoysia and kentucky fescue. Green fees, cart rentals and memberships are offered. Cash and checks are 
accepted year-round, with credit cards accepted seasonally (approximately April through September). 
Leagues and tournament rentals are available.

Memorial Park Campground, located at 510 Red Oak Road, has 25 sites; most are equipped with both 
water and electric (30 amp) shared between sites. Water at sites will be locked and unavailable November 
- March. There is a seasonal single-occupant bathhouse approximately 350 feet from campground that is 
open April-October. There is a dump station onsite available for an additional fee.

For more information and prices, please visit www.cityofowensville.com/parks, call 573-437-8231 or email 
parkrec@cityofowensville.com.

Memorial Park
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TACOS
FAJITAS

MARGARITAS
PIZZA AND MORE...

816 N. Pine St., Downtown Rolla
(573) 341-1830

Hwy. 50 West • Gerald, MO 63037 
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From cake walk and bingo to the fireworks display, the 
annual Firemen’s Picnic and Fourth of July celebration 
in Owensville has plenty of fun for all.

Activities include, bingo, a cake walk, a kiddie tractor pull 
and plenty of good food and drink to go around.

At dusk, everyone gathers on the south side of town for 
the annual fireworks display that is launched from the ninth 
fairway of the Owensville Golf Course.

People either watch from their yards or gather on the 
baseball diamond of Memorial Field.

The annual event is scheduled for Friday, June 30 this year.
The celebration is organized by the Owensville Volunteer 

Fire Department and held at Memorial Park in Owensville.

Each year a group of volunteers stage one of best 
community fireworks displays in central Missouri 
right here in Rosebud.  

Last year the show included an estimated $10,000 
worth of consumer fireworks purchased through local 
donations. Area residents put on the show, continuing 
a tradition which began with friends launching displays 
at the edge of town. Several thousand viewers have 
gathered at the community park in recent years for the 
free show. 

Held each year at the Rosebud Community Park the 
show begins before sundown with candy shot from a 
special cannon for the children.

This year the show is scheduled for Saturday, July 1.

Two 2023 Independence Day Celebrations: 
Owensville - Friday, June 30                       Rosebud - Saturday, July 1

 Independence Day Celebrations

#2: Rosebud

#1: Owensville
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573.764.5000
388 W. Springfield • gerald

Hours: Mon.-Fri. 7:30 to 5; Sat. 8 to 12

Ready to BBQ? 
Let us help!
Grill cleaners, charcoal, 
lighter, hardwood grill 

pellets, propane refills/
exchanges, RV fills.

• Propane 
Refills

• RV Supplies
• BBQ 

Supplies

Your On-The-Go 
Source for:

• Lumber
• Plywood
• Trusses
• Decking
• Cabinets
• Doors

• Windows
• Garage 

Doors
• Insulation
• Drywall
• Electrical

• Plumbing
• Cement
• Culverts
• RV Supplies
• and Much 

More!

For All Your Building Supplies
…Inside & Out

• Auto Parts
 / Batteries / Wiper Blades / Oil 
/ Filters / Fluids and More• Almond Tequila •

• Loaded Combo Plates •
• Free Chips & Salsa •
• Fresh & Frozen Margaritas •
• Mexican Beers by the 

Bucket •
• Beef, Pork & Chicken 

Tacos •
• Beers on Draft •

500 HWY. 19, SUITE 3   | OWENSVILLE 
573-437-2045 

1555 DENMARK RD |  UNION  |  (636) 583-2898
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By Don Kruse, Gasconade 
County Historical Society

An old photograph of three 
young men working at 
the Union Pipe Factory in 

Owensville in the early 1900s was 
recently dropped off at the GCHS 
Museum. The photo came from 
the Zinn family photo collection 
with a note about the years of the 
corncob pipe factory’s existence.

We could never establish why it 
was called the “Union Pipe Factory,” 
which was located at North 
Second Street and McFadden 
Avenue in Owensville from 1905-
1909. Along with the photo was a 
sheet which mentioned bits of its 
history:

 “Union Pipe Factory began 
operation in 1905, making Missouri 
sweet corn cob pipes. It employed 
between 25 and 50 workers 
at various times. That first year, 
according to statistics compiled 
by the State Labor Commission, 
90,550 pounds of corn cob pipes, 
or 1,086,600 individual corn cob 
pipes, and 1,200 pounds of pipe 
stems (80,000) were shipped. In 
addition, 14 carloads of raw corn 
cobs were shipped to other pipe 
makers. In July 1909, the pipe 
factory was destroyed by fire that 
spread next door to the Farmers 
& Merchants Mill, which provided 
electrical power to the pipe 
factory.”

The editor’s column, in the 
Gasconade County Republican 
newspaper after the fire, 
commented on the tragedy:

“The terrible fire that destroyed 
our new mill and factory Tuesday 
morning was the worst in the 

history of the town. Thousands 
of dollars went up in smoke 
in a few minutes. Hundreds of 
anxious men, women and children 
looked on at the awful spectacle 
with drawn faces. But let us take 
courage in the lesson we have 
learned. Let us build another 
factory, larger and better than the 
first. Let us build it away from the 
hazard of fire, and if necessary 
employ a night watchman to see 
that no blaze starts in the dark 
hours. Let us also have another 
mill. Our growing town, our 
prosperous country, demand these 
things, any way we must have 
them.”

We did some research on 
that old corn cob pipe factory in 
Owensville, and discovered that 
the devastating fire was recalled 
in an issue of the GCHS newsletter 
over 30 years ago. 

It was also learned that the 
folks in Owensville were quick to 
rebuild their factory. In the Aug. 
20, 1909, edition of the Gasconade 
County Republican it was reported: 

“We are glad to announce that the 
Union Pipe Company will rebuild 
their factory with as little delay 
as possible. The site has not been 
selected but the management 
has several good sites in view. The 
building will be one story, of brick, 
40 x 100 feet--much larger than 
the old building--and as near fire 
proof as possible.

“The fact that it will be rebuilt 
speaks volumes for Owensville and 
the faith of the company in our 
growing city. From what we can 
learn we judge the new building 
will be complete within 30 days.”

The factory was not up and 
running in 30 days, but it should 
be mentioned that production 
resumed in a short time. A 
week later, in the Aug. 27, 1909, 
newspaper a page 1 headline read: 
“New Pipe Factory Site.”

The Union Pipe Co. had secured 
the site of the Ettinger granary 
near the Rock Island line on which 
to build the new pipe factory, and 

Owensville’s Corn Cob Pipe 
Factory Fire Revisited

See Pipe Factory, Page 24
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Additional Branches in: • Linn  • East Linn • Belle 
• Loose Creek  • Jefferson City • Union • Westphalia  

• Taos  • Rolla • Rolla Forum

www.legendsbk.com

573-437-LOAN (5626) 
602 East Hwy. 28 

Owensville, Mo. 65066

Hwy. 50 & H • Gerald • 573-764-5050

Call

573764-5050
to place your order

(pickup only)

Let our friendly, knowledgeable staff help you 

Quit Smoking Today!  
We now offer a wider variety of Zero Nicotine ejuice.  We 

also have Gift Cards if you want to help a loved one quick 
smoking!

H eLiquid H MODS H PODS 
H Disposables H CBD H Delta 8 

H Cones H Rolling Papers 
H American GlassH Blunt Wraps 

H Healing Stones H Incense

In Gerald:  202 S. Main Street • 573-764-5102
Open Mon.-Sat. 10 to 7; Sun. 10 to 5 

Also in Washington:  411 W. 5th Street • 636-900-9401
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The closest Full Service 
Supermarket to Lost Valley 
Lake with a Full Service Meat 
Department, Fresh Produce,
Bakery and Deli, and more!

Locally owned

207 S Main, Gerald, Mo.
(573) 764-3400
Open Mon.-Sat. 8am-8pm; Sun. 9am-6pm

workmen had already commenced tearing down the 
old granary and putting in the foundation.

The editor proclaimed: “This is a splendid location 
— the finest to be had — near the depot on a 
siding, and will show 
up well for the town to 
people coming here 
and passing through. 
Work will be pushed as 
rapidly as possible to get 
the factory in operation 
again.

“On behalf not only 
of the company but of 
the town, we extend 
thanks to M. Ettinger for 
letting the site go for 
this purpose at a very 
reasonable figure.”

Who was this M. Ettinger, whose name was so 
listed in the newspaper article?

Further digging by staff at the Archives & Records 
Center in Hermann found that Morris and Carrie 
Ettinger of St. Louis deeded lots 5 and 6 in block 14, 

and parts of lots 10 and 11 in block 14, in Owensville’s 
Buschmann Addition, to the Union Pipe Co. for the 
sum of $500.

In just less than four months, a new factory location 
was secured and production of corn cob pipes 
resumed.

The Nov. 10, 1909 edition of the Gasconade County 
Republican reported it 
this way with a page 1 
story:

“Though not 
celebrated with loud 
acclaim and though 
perhaps the fact is not 
truly appreciated by all 
her citizens, Monday, 
November 15, was a red 
letter day for Owensville. 
Monday morning the 
Union Pipe Factory 
resumed operations 

after an enforced idleness of nearly four months since 
July 27, when the building, along with the Farmers & 
Merchants Mill, was destroyed by fire.

“The fact that it has been rebuilt is a tribute 

See Pipe Factory, Page 26

Pipe Factory, from page 22
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VisitHermann.com 

Plan your trip online

Explore with #VisitHermannGive us a call at 573.789.0771

Historic District • Wineries • Disti l leries • Microbreweries • Museums • Hiking & Biking 
Antiques & Boutiques • Weddings & Events • Amtrak • 150+ Lodging Options

Hermann is Wine Country
...and so much more!

Savor tasty German food and 
sip local brews

Check out the antiques  
and boutiques

Explore craft distilleries to find 
a new favorite Missouri spirit

Bike or hike the Katy Trail along 
the Missouri River

Tour museums about 19th 
century life and architecture

Stroll the downtown district to 
find historic murals and statues

Taste and tour at Missouri’s 
most historic wineries
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Gasconade County Historical 
Society Museum

The Gasconade County Historical 
Museum (GCHS) was constructed about 
1910 to serve railroad clientele and has 
been known as the Owensville Hotel, Ozark 
Hotel, and the Railroad Hotel. 

The museum’s focus is primarily on 
items related to Gasconade County and 
its residents. The display rooms tell the 
stories of people coming to this area to 
start a new life. They depict their homes 
and farms, clothing and tools, churches 
and schools. It tells of a people who were 
involved in six wars, founded businesses, 
civic and social organizations and left us 
with a wonderful heritage of music, art 
and literature.

Open: Mon., Fri. & Sat., 11 am to 3 pm  • 105 West McFadden, Owensville, MO 65066  •  573-437-5617 •  www.GasconadeCountyHistoricalSociety.com

not only to the officers and 
stockholders but to the live 
progressive spirit of our town. 
The object accomplished was in 
no small measure due to private 
donations by Owensville’s most 
prominent and public spirited 
citizens.

“The new factory, which 
occupies the site of the old 
Ettinger granary just west of the 
depot, is of brick, and is 120 feet 
long and 40 feet in width. At the 
front facing north are the office, 
shipping room and finishing 
department leading back into a 
storage room, workshop and the 
varnishing room. Then comes the 
main work room where the saws, 
lathes, sorting, boring, sanding 
and filling machines are operated, 

and on the extreme south a large 
storage for cobs. The engine room 
is to the west and there is found a 
30-horsepower Lambert gasoline 
engine. The engine room is of 
brick, also with cement floor. The 
machinery, save a few pieces from 
the old building, is new and of the 
latest manufacture. It is quite an 
imposing structure, prominent to 
the view of travelers on the Rock 
Island.

“Chas. W. Mellies is president; 
Gus Egbert, superintendent; and 
Frank Demaree, foreman and 
machinist. The whole force of 
workers is not yet at work as some 
departments get ahead before 
others can commence. However, 
the complete force of between 
40 and 50 people will soon be 

employed and will likely have to 
work overtime to catch up with 
the orders.

“We must not neglect to 
mention that a large whistle will 
be attached to the engine, without 
which the factory would not be 
complete.”

(Editor’s note: Morris Ettinger died 
in St. Louis on March 21, 1922, at 
the age of 71. His occupation was 
listed as dry goods merchant. He was 
born in France and is buried in Mt. 
Olive Cemetery, St. Louis. His wife, 
Carrie, died May 22, 1943, at Barnes 
Hospital, St. Louis, at the age of 79. 
She also was buried in Mt. Olive 
Cemetery. Her birthplace was listed 
as Iowa.)

Pipe Factory, from page 24

Corn cob pipes are manufatured today at Missouri Meerschaum Co. in Washington, Mo.
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••  573-437-3834573-437-3834
• 104 N. First Street 
• In downtown Owensville

Antiques
Gifts & 
More!

Open 7 Days a week
Mon. thru Sat

10:00am–5:00pm
Sunday

12:00am–4:00pm

H
O
U
R
S

Yesteryear’s consists 
of antique, vintage 
and primitive inspired 
furniture. Home 
decor and seasonals. 
Antique collectibles are 
throughout the store.

RE/MAX Exclusive Properties has provided real 
estate services for over 35 years. Our Goal is 

to provide properties that elevate the spirit and 
create value for our clients and the community. 
We are problem solvers, and most importantly, 

skilled listeners.

 ~ Member of St. Louis Multi-List ~ 
573-437-8500

1874 Hwy. 28 ~ Owensville, MO 65066

Exclusive
1874 Hwy. 28, Owensville, Mo.  65066

573-437-8500 • Fax: 573-437-8634
Toll-Free: 877-437-8633

Members of St. Louis Multi-List

PROPERTIES, INC.

Visit our web site at: www.exclusivepropertiesinc.net
or e-mail us at exclusiv@fidnet.com

573-437-4444 
804 West HigHWay 28
OWensville, MO 65066
WWW.MariesCOuntyBank.COM

121 & 119 South First Street
(1 Block north of Hwy. 28)
Owensville, Missouri 65066

Phone: 573-437-8387

Susan & George Curtman
Cell: 636-583-8444

Jane Curtman-Schroeder

Page 27



EventsEventsCalendar of
First Sat. of Month ~ April thru Nov.
 Event: Rosebud Flea Market
 Location: 204 Hwy. 50, Rosebud, Mo.
 Information: 573-764-4000
Area Church Picnics
 Event: Church Picnics, June thru Sept.
 Location: Various Churches in the area
 Information: www.GascondeCountyRepublican.com
  look under special sections
June 9, 2023 ~ Friday at Dark
 Event:   Fidelity Flick
 Location:  Buschmann Park, Owensville, MO
 Information:  573-437-8231, www.cityofowensville.com/events
June 17, 2023 Saturday
 Event: 2nd Annual Donnie Wehmeyer 
  Memorial Car Show
 Location: Rosebud Park
 Information: www.GCTA.club
June 30, 2023 ~ Friday
 Event: City of Owensville 4th of July 
  Celebration & Fireworks Display
 Location: Memorial Park, Owensville
 Information: (573) 437-2000
July 1, 2023 ~ Saturday at Dusk
 Event: Rosebud’s 4th of July Fireworks
 Location: Rosebud, Highway 50
 Information: Facebook, Rosebud Area Enrichment Asso.
 July 7, 2023 ~ Friday at Dark
 Event:   Fidelity Flick
 Location:  Buschmann Park, Owensville, MO
 Information:  573-437-8231, www.cityofowensville.com/events
July 14-16, 2023
 Event: Gasconade County Threshers Old Time 
  Steam Engine and Tractor Show
 Location: Rosebud Park
 Information: www.GCTA.club
July 26-29, 2023
 Event: Gasconade County Fair
 Location: Memorial Park, Owensville, Mo.
 Information: gasconadecountyfair.com
July 29, 2023
 Event: Gasconade County Fair 8th Annual Antique & 

Classic Car Show
 Location: Memorial Park, Owensville
 Information: www.GCTA.club
Aub. 11, 2023 ~ Friday at Dark
 Event:   Fidelity Flick
 Location:  Buschmann Park, Owensville, MO
 Information:  573-437-8231, www.cityofowensville.com/events
Sept. 8, 2023 ~ Saturday
 Event: Car Cruse-In
 Location: Downtown, Owensville, Mo.
 Information: gtacarclub.com

Sept. 8, 2023 ~ Friday at Dark
 Event:   Fidelity Flick
 Location:  Buschmann Park, Owensville, MO
 Information:  573-437-8231, www.cityofowensville.com/events
Sept. 30-Oct. 1, 2023
 Event:   Family Campout
 Location:  Memorial Park Campground, Owensville, MO
 Information:  573-437-8231, www.cityofowensville.com/events
Sept. 7-9, 2023 
 Event: Owensville City Wide Garage Sale
 Location: Owensville area
 Information: www.GasconadeCountyRepublican.com
Sept. 23, 2023 ~ Saturday
 Event: Car Show
 Location: Immaculate Conception Catholic Church, Owensville, Mo.
 Information: gtacarclub.com
Sept. 30, 2023 ~ Saturday
 Event: Gerald Lions Fall Festival
 Location: Gerald, Mo.
Oct. 6, 2023 ~ Saturday
 Event: Car Cruse-In
 Location: Downtown, Owensville, Mo.
 Information: gtacarclub.com
Oct. 7 & 8, 2023 ~ Saturday and Sunday
 Event: 26th Annual Mid-Mo. Horse, Mule and Ox 
  Farming and Historical Craft Days
 Location: North of Gerald on Hwy. Y
 Information: 573-764-2629 and on Facebook
Oct. 7, 2023 ~ Saturday
 Event: Rosebud Community Treasure Days
 Location: Rosebud, Highway 50
 Information: 573-764-418
Oct. 13, 2023 ~ Friday at Dark
 Event:   Fidelity Flick
 Location:  Buschmann Park, Owensville, MO
 Information:  573-437-8231, www.cityofowensville.com/events
 Oct. 14, 2023 ~ Saturday
 Event:   Market in the Park
 Location:  Memorial Park, Owensville, MO
 Information:  573-437-8231, www.cityofowensville.com/events
Oct. 28, 2023 ~ Saturday 
 Event: Gerald Trunk or Treat
 Location: City Park, Gerald
 Information: geraldchamber.com
Dec. 1, 2023 ~ Friday
 Event: Night Out with Santa, Parade of Lights
 Location: Downtown Owensville
Dec. 2, 2023 ~ Saturday
 Event: Rosebud’s Old Fashion Christmas
 Location: Rosebud, Highway 50
 Information: Facebook, Rosebud Area Enrichment Asso.
Dec. 2, 2023 ~ Saturday
 Event: Gerald’s Parade of Lights
 Location: Gerald, Mo.
 Information: geraldchamber.com
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3762 Hwy. T, Rosebud, MO 63091  •  (6.6 Miles South on Hwy. T)
573-437-5563

tlakesmembership@gmail.com • www.tlakes.org

Call for More Info, or Drive Out

CAMPING • FISHING • HIKING TRAILS
Regular Scheduled Meat/Money Shoots

and other public events
PLAN A SPECIAL EVENT

Family Reunions • Bar-B-Qs
Company Picnics • Church Outings

Free Boy/Girl Scout Camping • 4-H Outings
Free Membership for Active Military
          Follow us on Facebook……

Healthcare Services Offered:
• Acute Care
• Emergency Services
• Laboratory
• Radiology
• Respiratory Care
• Hospice
• Rural Health Clinics

• Rehabilitation Therapy:
 - Physical Therapy
 - Occupational Therapy
 - Speech Therapy
 - Cardiac Rehab
• Skilled Care
• Surgery Services
• Sleep Studies

HERMANN AREA 
DISTRICT HOSPITAL
Speciality Clinics

For more information on how 
to schedule an appointment, 

contact the hospital at 
573-486-2191 

and ask for Debbie Miller.

✚ DERMATOLOGY
Jaeyoung Yoon, M.D
Stacy Blum, D.O.
Lindsey Graviett, M.D.
Jacqueline Castagno, PA
314-230-1500

✚ PODIATRY
Veda Lewis-Simmons, DPM
573-486-2191, ask for 
 Debbie Miller

✚ CARDIOLOGY
Brian Seeck. M.D.
Roberto Pacheco, M.D.
Dena Kruse, FNP
636-239-2711

✚ ORTHOPEDIC
Christopher Main, D.O.
David Thomas, FNP
660-385-1006

✚ AUDIOLOGY
Cynthia Modrosic, Au.D.
573-486-2191, ask for Debbie Miller
Kelley Gessert, Au.D., 636-728-8840

509 W. 18th Street 
Hermann, MO 65041

Phone: 573-486-2191
www.hadh.org

 In-Shop & portable 
on-SIte ServIce!

 3564 Hwy. T  |  Rosebud, Mo. 
shop: 573.764.3719  cell: 573.502.3406

Zelch Welding 
company

Magnesium, 
Aluminum, Cast Iron, 

Stainless, Titanium

• Certified and Xray Quality 
Welding

• College Educated/Military 
Trained

aWS 
certIfIed

aIrcraft
certIfIed

Serving the Community Since 1968
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Falling in love with a ‘72 Duster 
not once, but twice

By Roxie Murphy, Gasconade 
County Republican

Todd Rehmert has always 
had a soft spot for the 
Plymouth Duster.

“Growing up in Gerald, there was 
a guy named Mark Steineker, and 
he had bought a 340ci (Plymouth) 
Duster,” Todd recalls. “It was black 
with white stripes. I was prob-
ably only 10 years old when 
he was driving that thing 
around. I said I would like to 
have it. I thought it was cool.”

When Rehmert first no-
ticed the Chrysler-made 
machine, they had only 
been on the market for five 
years  — running primarily 
between 1969-76 as a two-
door coupe version of the 
compact Plymouth Valiant.

His first run-in with the 
Plymouth Duster was around 
1972 when his father bought 
a new Charger from a dealer-
ship in Sullivan.

“He said, ‘hey, you want to come 
with me and pick up the new car 
today? Your mother can’t come.’ We 

went over to Sullivan to pick up the 
Charger and in the same lot, this other 
car had been sold. I said ‘cool car’ and 
asked my dad what it was. He said it 
was a Duster.”

The A-body style was slick, painted 
bold red with white stripes. Rehm-
ert’s 10-year-old-self thought it was 
a race car.

“My dad explained that the 340ci 

was the size of the engine,” Rehmert 
said. “That, and then the guy in Ger-
ald  — I knew I wanted one when I 
was old enough.”

Fast forward six years and Re-
hemert’s father found a 1974 Plym-
outh Duster with a 225ci slant 6 he 
purchased for $600 on a lot in St. 
James — the same vehicle in which 
Rehmert would drive his future wife 
Alicia Landwehr around. 

Until one day in 1982, a fancy Mus-
tang, some friendly competition, and 
gentle ribbing by his lady would lead 

Rehmert to a lightning-fast 
decision that would bring 
great memories for the next 
40 years.

“I was picking up my 
girlfriend/future wife from 
volleyball practice from the 
old junior high — the high 
school is there now, it used 
to be the old junior high,” he 
said. “This other girl, Sheri 
Limberg, was our next- 
neighbor in Gerald. Her boy-
friend come and picked her 
up and he had this Mustang 
Mock 1 he had just fixed up 
with this 351 cubic engine in 

it and it was all rumblin’. Then (Alicia) 
looked at me when I pulled up and 
said, ‘you think you can even spin the 

See ‘72 Duster, Page 31
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A rustic, family-friendly 
setting with great home-
cooked meals and mouth-
watering desserts.

Open: Fri. 4 pm to 8 pm
Sat. & Sun. 11 am to 
     8 pm

100 E Colorado St
Bland, Missouri 65014

(573) 646-3185

(573) 646-3185
See ‘72 Duster, Page 32

wheels?’ She was makin’ fun of me, and I said, ‘I don’t 
know, I’ll try.’”

But that day Rehemert realized he wanted to make 
a change.

“It’s like when you go to the barber and say ‘give me 
a haircut that makes girls run towards me, not away 
from me,’” he laughed.

Souped Up — from 318 stock to a 340 rumble
He went to Mike Riefer at Owensville Motors located 

on First Street.
“Back in them days, him and Jim Brandon worked up 

there and I said, ‘I gotta get a 340 for my car.’ That was 
the legendary motor for MOPAR.”

The 340ci engines were part of Chrysler’s LA Series — 
one of four of the company’s first low-cost V8 engines 
that would become a pillar in engine production for 
the car manufacturer. Modern-day Chrysler vehicles 
continue to sport a variation of the original design, as 
late as the 2017 Viper-10.

Rehemert told Riefer he needed something more 
powerful to burn rubber.

“He said ‘I don’t know where one’s at, and that car 
you’ve got is a six-cylinder car and we would have to 
change things around too much. Change the motor 
mounts, it’s got a wimpy transmission, and the rear 
end’s not right.”

Rehmert agreed the car was “poochy.”
Riefer didn’t leave him completely without hope 

though. He had recently purchased Dennis Frahm’s 1972 
orange Plymouth Duster with a 318-block engine that 
was sitting in the back of the car lot. The then-school 
teacher was well-known.

“Dennis Frahm, he was kind of a wild man back in 
his younger years,” Rehmert said. “He ran the piss out of 
this car, he bent the frame and had to have it straight-
ened, he had the top dented in and the road grader in 
Owensville was plowing the snow and knocked into 
the corner panel and busted the weld and had a whole 
crackdown. It was a real mess.”

The ’72 Duster had a 318 motor, which would make 
it easier to convert to a 340ci with less hassle.

“It had the right rear end, transmission stuff, it would 
work,” Rehmert said. “And it had the motor mounts to 
bolt it.”

‘Why don’t you just get this car?’ Riefer asked.
Riefer wanted $400 for it.
“I was working there local while I was going to col-

lege,” said Rehmert, who was studying to be a teacher 
himself.

He agreed to the deal and took funds from his sum-
mer job.

‘72 Duster, from page 30
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“As soon as I buy it, I had it one 
day and took it up to Owensville to 
Dean Gabathular, he has passed away 
since, he used to run the Dino Sinclair 
Station. He painted cars and stuff on 
the side,” Rehmert said. “Jim Brandon 
said Dean would paint it on the side. 
I said ‘paint it black, I don’t want the 
orange, I want it black’ and we put a 
gold-colored stripe on it.”

The next stop 
was finding a 340ci 
motor for the car, 
which came in the 
form of Dave Pfeifer.

“Dave had a 1975 
D o d g e  D e m o n 
back in the day, that 
was basically like 
Dodge’s version of 
the Duster,” Rehm-
ert said. “I found out 
he had a 340 engine 
for sale after I had 
asked around at 
the junkyards and 
the like. I called him, 
he had one for $100 
bucks there at his 
house. I went to pick it up. He didn’t 
have the heads on it or the engine 
manifold, so I had to buy those. But 
then I took it right back up to Ow-
ensville Motors and Riefer and Jim 
Brandon built the engine and we put 
it in the car. Of course, it was pretty 
loud and beefy.”

The family drove the car for years, 
but eventually outgrew the coupe 
and it sat in the garage to be brought 
out for joy rides and special occasions.
A boy’s dream to a man’s        reality 

— return to the    original design
In 2004-05 Rehmert began to look 

hard at the ole’ jalopy and decided it 
would be a good project. 

“I said ‘hey, let’s fix this thing up,’” 
he said. “It’s not a hard numbers-
matching original 340 because it is 
really a 318ci car.”

Rehmert explained the difference 
between the 318ci and 340ci is obvi-

ously the engine but also the interior, 
door panels, striping and also the 
grills are different in the front.

“I said let’s clone it into a 340ci car 
and I will make it as close to stock 
original as I can get it,” Rehmert said. 
“We will take it to car shows and all 
that.”

In 2005, Rehmert took the car to 
Jim Oglesbee in Gerald for a paint 

job — back to the original orange.
“I said ‘I want the paint back to the 

original color, to the orange that it 
was before,’” Rehmert said.

Next was the search for all-original 
parts — original door panels, Rally 
Wheels, dash, and seats.

“We stripped it all the way down 
to the skin or basically the frame,” 
Rehmert said. “I had to replace most 
of the quarter panels because these 
cars are famous for being rusted 
out. One of the front fenders, both 
inner fenders, the doors are original, 
the hood, roof, the trunk, all of that, 
all the floor pans because they rust 
real bad. All the bumpers have been 
re-chromed.”

However, the 340 Duster had a 
different grill than all the others.

“It was called a sharktooth grill — 
they don’t reproduce them and they 
are very difficult to find,” Rehmert 

said. “I looked around for months 
and months trying to find that grill.”

We finally found a guy in Florida 
who had one,” Rehmert said. 

The second hard-to-find item was 
a set of specialty taillights.

He bought a pair of taillights from 
a guy in Gerald who had a junkyard 
full of MOPAR parts.

He was also able to buy the 
original Rally Wheels and 
hubcaps.

“Jim Brandon took the 
motor again and rebuilt 
it,” Rehmert said. “He was 
teaching auto mechanics 
at Linn Tech and took it 
over there and did it all 
right.”

He told Brandon he 
wanted to make every-
thing as stock as he could, 
but the car would have 
run on leaded gas in 1972 
and now everything runs 
on unleaded gas.

“He said it is so hard to 
buy lead additive, so what 
we did was put hardened 

valve seats and that allows you to run 
modern, unleaded gasoline in the old 
leaded engines,” Rehmert explained.

Hardened exhaust seats are re-
sistant to unleaded gas-reduced 
exhaust valve seat recession as long 
as the vehicle isn’t running consis-
tently above 3,500 RPMs or is towing 
a heavy load.

The engine also received an over-
haul.

“I think we had to put sleeves in 
the cylinder walls because they were 
scarred up,” Rehmert said. “Everything 
was redone on the whole engine. It’s 
actually a 343ci now, ‘cause they get 
thinner when you rework ‘em.”

Rehmert said they painted the mo-
tor to the original medium blue color 
and all the crank batteries, speakers 
and decals were ordered to make it 

‘72 Duster, from page 31

See ‘72 Duster, Page 34

REHMERT HAD the dash and bucket seats, door panels and steering 
wheel replaced  to match what a factory 340ci Duster would have been. 
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201 N. 1st Street • Owensville, Mo. • 573-437-2900

Sports Bar
Lunch Mon.-Sat. 11 to 2

In Downtown
Owensville Owensville McDonald’s

Download the App today!

Conveniently Located at the Intersection 
of Hwy. 28 & 19 South in Owensville

at Owensville V.F.W. Post 6133 

FRIDAYS @ 6:30pm
Doors Open: 4:30pm • Horse Races: 5:00pm

*Except Good Friday, Fair Week, Christmas, New Year’s & 4th of July weeks

Hwy. 50 • Rosebud, MO 63091 • 573-764-5559

R
os

eb
ud General Store

G
as statio

n
   

Stay in your car & let us do the work! Stay in your car & let us do the work! 
Full Service Available on Tues. thru Sat. Full Service Available on Tues. thru Sat. 

88amam to 4 to 4pmpm on Pumps 1 & 2 on Pumps 1 & 2

Home of Full Service GasHome of Full Service Gas

As Always, As Always, 

the Lowest Gas 
the Lowest Gas 

Prices Around!
Prices Around!
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look exactly like a 1972 Plymouth Dust 340 off the lot.
“It’s very close, down to the plugs and alternator wires,” 

Rehmert said.
The interior was reupholstered

“I bought all original upholstery from a guy in St. Clair,” 
Rehmert said. “Original ‘72 bucket seats and the back 
seats. It was all redone and had all the original carpets. I 
did buy a new dash panel, new headliners, door panels, 
armrests, and window tops. We put in a Tuff steering 
wheel like the 340s came out with. We found an original 
reproduction.”

The center console has wood grain in the middle, on 
the dash and wood 
grain on the floor.

The entire rebuild 
took an estimated six 
months in 2005. For 
Nearly six years the 
Rehmert family took 
Duster to shows and 
special events.

Completion of the                     
‘72 Plymouth Duster            
Restomod, try — 

try again
The successful re-

build of the ‘72 Plym-
outh Duster restomod — a classic car modified with 
modern running gear — came to a screeching halt in 
2012 after a MOPAR Weekend trip.

“We took it to a lot of car shows when we were done,” 
Rehmert said. “I guess the biggest car show we took it 
to was the Monster MOPAR Weekend in St. Louis at the 
Gateway Racetrack in 2012 and I won first place in Stock/
Original at Monster MOPAR Weekend. I went to a lot of 
car shows and won first or second place a lot because, 
even though it wasn’t a number matching, it was a clone 
that was so close to the original car. We were so happy.”

Then on the way home, things took a turn.
“We were bumper-to-bumper crossing the Poplar 

Street Bridge out by the Arch and someone turned off, 
we were getting ready to turn off on the I-44 exit when 
a truck driver from Virginia was looking over at the Arch 
and ran into the back of the car three cars behind me,” 
Rehmert said. “It was a chain reaction, just bam, bam, and 
of course one of the guys was from Union riding with us 
in a muscle car and he was right behind me so he got 
crushed. His car got shoved into the back of mine. I seen 
it comin’ but there was nowhere you could go because 
it was all bumper-to-bumper. Couldn’t swerve out or 
nothing. I thought, ‘oh, my gosh, I just won first place at 
MOPAR Nationals and I get rear-ended 30 minutes later 

on the way back home!’”
Rehmert said he made the decision pretty quickly to 

build the car back.
“The rest of the car wasn’t damaged, but the whole 

tail panel where the taillights are was crushed, of course, 
the bumper, a little bit of the trunk pan, and the impact 
of the quarter panel where it pushed against the doors 
chipped a little paint between the quarter panel and 
the doors from the flexing of the metal car bending was 
really weird,” Rehmert said.

He was back to the drawing board to find someone 
to repaint the Duster.

“I wanted to take it to 
someone else to repair 
it,” he said. “I took it to 
Tommy Shoemaker 
who lives in Rosebud 
— and realized it was 
Tommy Shoemaker, Jr., 
— I went to school with 
Tommy Shoemaker 
and this is his son.”

Shoemaker ended 
up repainting the 
whole car except the 
hood and restriping 
it with 3mm decals so 

that everything would match still.
“He painted huge stripes down both sides and the tail 

and he did a phenomenal job painting,” Rehmert said. 
“It was better than before and insurance covered it all.”

After completing what could technically be considered 
the Duster’s third remodel, Rehmert said he was gun shy 
to drive it for fear something would happen. Parts are so 
rare and hard to find, he made sure when he was looking 
for parts during the 2012 rebuild that he had backups.

“I still drive it around, but it looks brand new — every-
thing on it,” he said. “I don’t plan on ever getting hit again.”

He regularly goes back and touches up the paint on 
the exhaust manifolds.

For the gearheads: 
The 1972 Plymouth Duster came out of its restomod 

with a 340ci engine, an A-727 TorqueFlite transmission 
— arguably the best muscle car transmission ever built 
and Chrysler’s go-to build — with a shift kit. The 8 ¾  
rear-end differential allowed for an upgraded positraction 
and 3.55 gears, making the car more fun to drive while 
reaching easy 75 mph cruise speeds for interstate driving.

The rest is history
Miraculously, Rehmert says he has never really hot-

‘72 Duster, from page 32

See ‘72 Duster, Page 36

THE FLAT black hood sports a 340 wedge decal. The 340 “wedge” decal 
was introduced in ‘71. The wedge refers to the wedge cylinder heads 
which all 340s had.
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email: food@mabuhayasiancafe.com
www.mabuhayasiancafe.com

206 South 1st Street - Owensville

Order online: toasttab.com/mabuhay
Thurs–saT: 11am–9pm • sun: noon–7pm

Featuring 
Korean 

BBQ Table 
(above)

Serving:
 • Beer
 • Wine
 • Soju

573-437-3463

101 W. Lincoln, Owensville    573-437-2888573-437-2888
(corner of main & Hwy. 28)

26 W. 3rd Street • Gerald    573-764-2888573-764-2888

✛ lattes   ✛ frappes
✛ smoothies   ✛ iced coffee
✛ bubble flavor teas
✛ breakfast specials   ✛ lunch specials
✛ sweet specialties   ✛ special orders
✛ candies   ✛ cupcakes / cakes
✛ seasonal hours for ice cream:
✛ hand-dipped   ✛ banana splits
✛ shakes/malts   ✛ sundaes
   & more!

Find us on Facebook
kingsthisandthat@owensville65066

kingsthisandthat@gmail.com
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rodded the car, as tires and fuel are too expensive. 
However, one memorable time in Gerald when he was 
backing out of a driveway, the tires squawked a little and 
former Chief of Police Gary Weirich gave Rehmert a ticket.

“It was the only ticket I ever got in the car,” he said.
A lot has changed since 1982, and not just leaded 

gasoline.
Rehmert and his wife Alicia had their daughter Fallon 

and for nearly 20 years she stood to be the sole recipi-
ent of Duster. Then 18-years-ago the expectation was 

swayed with the birth of the Rehmert’s twin boys Reese 
and Rane Rehmert.

Rehmert said he is going to eventually have to have 
a sit-down conversation with his three children.

“Does anyone really want it or not want it,” he may 
ask. Or ideally, “I will have to build two more cars and 
have three, which I would like to do. I don’t know who 
will get it. Maybe one will want it more than the others.” 

The family never named the car, they have always just 
called it “the Duster.”

“I have had this car for 40-50 years and it is part of our 
family just like anybody else,” Rehmert said. “It has been 
such a huge part of our family.”

‘72 Duster, from page 34

Mid-Missouri Horse, Mule & Ox 
Farming and Historical Craft Days

Another celebration honoring old-time 
activities is the Mid-Missouri Horse, Mule and 
Ox Farming and Historical Craft Days.

Held the first weekend of October since 1997, at 
the WitnessTree Land and Livestock Farm north of 
Gerald on Route Y, the annual event is sponsored by 
the Missouri Draft Horse and Mule Association Inc.

The event will host a wide variety of family friendly 
activities. Music and fresh food will be available.

Activities throughout the weekend may include 
cider pressing, dry stone masonry, beekeeping, 
weaving, natural dyeing and soap making. Animal 

powered field work, corn grinding, log loading and 
wagon and buggy rides. Other past activities have 
included a demonstration by Rural Missouri Spinners,  
wild flower walks and rare livestock breeds on display.

Admission is $6 for ages 6-years-old and older. No 
pets, alcohol, or motorized vehicles (excluding wheel 
chairs) will be allowed. 

Primitive camping is available for exhibitors only. 
For more information call Gail Cross (573) 764-2629 or 
e-mail tenacity@fidnet.com, or you can find them on 
facebook at https://www.facebook.com/MidMODays/

2023 Mid-Mo. Horse, Mule and Ox Farming: October  7 & 8
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Work with a TEAM of realtors that you 
can feel confident is working for you!!

KOEHN REALTORS
http://www.koehnrealtors.com

Find the
Perfect Fit

When it comes to finding the right home, finding 
the right real estate agent is key. Our agents work 
together to put more than 100 years of combined 

experience to work for your home search. 
Talk to us today, or visit us online to get started.

Kelley Angell 
314-623-2321

Polly Blankenship
573-291-4284

Ed Brutcher
314-602-4926

Paula Helmig
573-259-2096

Brandon Price
573-826-0272

Stacee Busenhart
314-606-5585

200 Canaan Road, Gerald
573-764-4500

Owensville Lions 
Club Bingo

Every Tuesday
• Doors open: 5:00pm
• Early Birds: 6:30pm

• Bingo: 6:30pm

Non-
Smoking 

Facility,
Smoke 
Breaks

$400.00 Weekly
 Jackpot Game

Progressive 
Jackpots up to 
$1,199.00

For hall rental call 314-607-4992 / Meeting 2nd Thurs. @6:30pm
1816 Krausetown Road • Owensville, MO • 573-437-5466

Food 
Served 

Beginning 

at 5:00pm

573-764-3030
114 W. Fitzgerald Ave. (Hwy. 50) • Gerald, Mo.

Pizza • Burgers • Fish • Ice Cream 
• Concretes • Shakes
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Visit Rosebud

Rosebud is known far and wide for their 
quaint shops including antiques, clothing, 
restaurants and flea markets.

Several times a year the area businesses get 
together to plan various activities and invite visitors 
to join them.

Get the entire experience at the Rosebud Flea 
Market, the first Saturday of every month, May 
through October. Grab a coffee or tea to-go and 
wander open-door businesses for beautiful and 
whimsical finds. Stop off for lunch at the local pubs; 
Loeb’s Mill Bar and Grill, M Clancy’s Pub and Grill or 
Ruthies.

Throughout the season, check out special town-
wide events such as:

• Spring Treasure Days, the first Saturday in May;
• Independence Day Fireworks and the Threshers 

Show in July;
• Fall Treasure Days first Saturday in October;
• Ladies Night Out, the Friday before deer season 

(guns), in November; and
• Christmas in Rosebud, the first Saturday in 

December.
Ask any Rosebud business owner for more details. 

Come out and enjoy the fun!
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• 101 Hwy. 50  •  Rosebud, MO 63091  • 573-764-3901 

www.RosebudResortRVPark.comwww.RosebudResortRVPark.com

ROSEBUD 
RV PARK

• Nightly • Nightly 
Back-In RV Back-In RV 
SitesSites

• Annual • Annual 
SitesSites

• Pull -Thru • Pull -Thru 
RV SitesRV Sites
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©

MMEEAATT &&  SSAAUUSSAAGGEE  CCOO..MEAT & SAUSAGE CO.
SINCE 1969

A Family Business that treats YOU like Family!

 

FOLLOW US:

   Award Winning Smoked Meats, German Specialty    Award Winning Smoked Meats, German Specialty 
Meats, Snack Stix, Jerky and More!Meats, Snack Stix, Jerky and More!

SCAN WITH PHONE 
CAMERA FOR INFO

Over 70 varieties of Over 70 varieties of 
Award Winning Brats, Award Winning Brats, 
plus Bacon and More!plus Bacon and More!

14 VARIETIES SUMMER SAUSAGE!
LARGE SELECTION OF 
READY TO EAT MEATS!

Monday - Saturday 9 a.m. - 5 p.m.  |  Closed on Sundays
7 Miles North of Drake, Mo. on Hwy. 19 to Swiss

2056 S. Hwy. 19, Hermann, MO 65041
573-486-2086  |  swissmeats.com


